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The idea to develop this booklet came about as a result of the experience 

gained by EUPA in the field of European project management. Further to 

feedback received over the years from our beneficiaries it was decided to 

develop a handbook to assist Maltese travellers. This handbook provides 

practical information on countries related to the programmes and support 

structures managed under the auspices of the EUPA – mainly European 

member states, countries participating in the Lifelong Learning and Youth 

in Action Programmes and other countries in the Euro-Med region. 

This publication is a joint effort carried out through between the Lifelong 

Learning Programme, the Youth in Action Programme, Euroguidance, 

Eurodesk and the Euro-Med Youth Platform.

Although the main target audiences for whom the guide was developed 

are Maltese travellers participating in one of the EU-funded initiatives 

managed by the EUPA, anyone needing such information is welcome to 

take a copy and make use of the tips provided. The EUPA is proud to have 

this publication provided to youngsters and adults alike in order to fulfil its 

mission of encouraging and facilitating mobility throughout the lifelong 

learning continuum. By doing this, the EUPA, through its programmes and 

support structures, would be promoting linguistic and cultural diversity, 

mobility, and the engagement of Maltese citizens within the European 

dimension, which is ultimately the mission statement of the EUPA.

The EUPA appreciates receiving feedback once the person utilising this 

guide visits any of the countries mentioned. We also look forward to 

collaborate with more and more countries and have them included in any 

similar future publications!

foreword
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QUICK LOOK 

AT MALTA

SECTION 1
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PeopleThe estimated population of Malta is 413,609. Native Maltese people make up the majority of the island. However there are minorities, the largest of which are British people, many of whom retired to Malta. The country’s official languages are Maltese and English, which replaced Italian in 1934.

ClimateThe islands enjoy a Mediterranean climate with mild, rainy winters and hot, dry summers. Numerous bays along the indented coastline of the islands provide good harbours. The landscape consists of low hills with terraced fields. The highest point is Ta’ Dmejrek on Malta Island at 253 metres near Dingli. 

MigrationEU nationals do not require a visa or a passport to enter the country. An ID card or an expired passport is enough. Citizens of a number of third world countries are not required to apply for a visa and require only a valid passport when residing in Malta for up to three months. Visas for other nationalities are valid for one month. Immigrants, even those with EU citizenship, are required to apply for a work permit. 

The Republic of Malta is a densely populated developed European country in the European Union. Its total area is just over 300 km². It is situated centrally in the Mediterranean Sea, 93 km south of Sicily and 288 km north-east of Tunisia. 
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Nowadays, Maltese people are travelling 
abroad frequently than ever before, either 
to go on holiday or because of work, study 
or training opportunities. However, it is 
important that before leaving to another 
country one makes sure that all the necessary 
travel documents are at hand during the early 
stages of travel planning. 

It is of utmost importance to check that 
your passport is valid. Passports must not 
be damaged in any way by having missing 
or torn out pages as an individual may 
be hindered from entering the country of 
destination. Some non-EU countries may also 
prevent travellers from entering the country 
if their passport does not stand free of an 
expiration date of at least six months form the 
expected date of entry into the country.

Many countries, such as Malta, request that 
children must have their own passports. If 
you have a joint passport with your child, it 
is best to apply for a separate passport. You 
are advised to check whether the country of 
destination permits children to enter or leave 
the country without their own passport.

If you lose your passport during your stay 
abroad, the Maltese embassy or consulate 
abroad will issue a temporary travelling 
document that will enable you to travel 
back to Malta; nevertheless they do not 
have the authority to issue a new passport. 
Furthermore, you must provide a police report 
to testify that your passport has been stolen 
or lost, as well as to prove your identity and 
Maltese citizenship.

One must keep in mind that the travelling 
document issued may take longer if the 
request takes place between Friday and 
Sunday or if you are far away form the 
embassy or consulate.

A visa may be required for entry in non-EU 
countries in order to check if a visa is required 
to enter a particular country one can go at the 
nearest consulate or embassy of the country 
of destination or you can check at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

One may also require a transit visa should you 
have to go through another country before 
reaching your destination. It is best if you 
apply for your visa as early as possible as the 

Important tips  
for people wishing 
to travel abroad
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process may take some time before it is finally issued. Before 
departing to the country of destination it is important to check 
that the visa issued covers the whole period of your stay as 
harsh penalties will be imposed on people who extend their 
stay over the period stated on their visa.

Travel insurance is also essential for travellers in case of 
encountering financial or logistical problems. This applies 
to both short and long distance travelling. Although the 
European Health Insurance scheme offers health benefits to 
travellers travelling within the European Union, with regard 
to Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and Liechtenstein, it isn’t 
considered as a replacement for the travel insurance issued by 
the licensed insurance company.

If you are a frequent traveller you are advised to apply for an 
annual travel insurance policy which is offered by various 
insurance companies and which will spare you from applying 
for an insurance policy each time you travel.

Individuals must ensure that their insurance policy covers any 
hazardous or dangerous activities that they may participate 
in when abroad. Some insurance companies can refuse to 
provide reimbursement if safety equipment is not worn in 
such activities. Consequently, the travellers may have to face 
serious expense such as medical bills.

At least six weeks before travelling abroad, one must also 
check if any vaccination is required. One must not assume 
that you do not need a vaccination if you are travelling within 
Europe. 

 People who are on any kind of medication must have the 
required and sufficient medication at hand to cover their 
whole stay abroad. They must also be in possession of the 
medical prescription given to them by the doctor.

Certain medicines prescribed in Malta might be illegal in other 
countries therefore it is vital to check all your requirements 
prior to travelling. On the other hand, check whether other 
medicines you may have bought abroad are not illegal in 
Malta.

Finally keep in mind that before going abroad visit the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs website, especially the ‘Travel Advice’ section. 
Check whether there is any information about the country you 
are about to visit as it provides any information or advice on 
any risks associated with the destination you are travelling and 
what precautions to take.
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Tips for studying abroad

Today, more people are willing to continue working 

or to further their studies abroad. This chapter will 

provide some advice for those individuals wishing to 

better their knowledge and improve their labour skills

Language Skills

The most important detail that one should pay 

attention to when deciding to study and even to 

work abroad is to check the main languages used in 

the particular country, as language skills are crucial 

when spending a period of time in another European 

country.

Most institutions offer several courses in English which 
facilitates entry of foreign students. Nevertheless, other 
courses are taught in the native language. However, to break 
the language barrier, language courses are offered to ease this 
burden.

For example, in Slovenia, since studies are mainly taught in the 
Slovene language, the basic language required to undertake 
these studies is in fact the native language. Furthermore, in 
business studies, other European languages which include 
English, German and Italian are also vital. Thus, a one year 
language course for foreigners is available to help them in this 
situation. 

This type of service is offered in other European countries. 
Some universities and research institutions in Slovakia such 
as The Methodical Centre of Matej Bel University in Banská 
Bystrica and The Institute for Foreign Language Studies of the 
Slovak Academy of Sciences organise Slovak language courses 
for their international students/researchers. These are aimed at 
mastering all four language skills: speaking, listening, reading 
and writing.

Poland offers something similar were foreign students can be 
accepted at courses offered in the Polish language after the 
completion of a year-long preparation course for undertaking 
studies in the polish language at institutions appointed by the 
minister in charge of science and universities or at institutions 
holding the certificate of the command of Polish issued by the 
National Accreditation Committee for the command of Polish 
as a foreign language. However, the accepting university must 
affirm that the level of Polish Language command allows for 
undertaking the studies carried out in Polish.

Usually, in Romania international students learn Romanian 
during the preparatory year. Students will have to take language 
tests, during the academic year, in order to check their speaking 
and writing abilities. Moreover, international students have 
to prove good knowledge of one of the following languages: 
English, French or German.
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In Germany foreign students can take the ‘German Language 
Test for University Admission of Foreign Applicants’ at the host 
university or the ‘Test-DAF’ in one of over 100 test centres in 
Germany or abroad. One can visit the following website for 
the addresses: www.testdaf.de.

It is important to mention that students studying in the 
framework of the Erasmus programme may also apply for a 
position in the Erasmus Intensive Language Course offered 
by the Erasmus National Agency and supported by the 
European Commission and by the government of the country 
concerned. Erasmus Language Courses give Erasmus students 
a good start for their studies in the country in which they wish 
to study, as they enable students to adapt better both socially 
and academically. 

Other requirements

Apart from the language skills, some institutions boast other 
admission requirements. In Romania admission to higher 
education institutions is based on the selection of application 
files. In order to apply to study architecture, arts and sports, 
international students are required to present their portfolio.

In the Slovak Republic, the admission requirements in higher 
education institutions are the same as for Slovak nationals 
i.e. a secondary school leaving certificate and demonstration 
of skills required for the appropriate study in the higher 
education institution which is to be verified through 
admission examinations. 

However, the entrance examinations are diverse, depending 
on the field of study. They may be written and oral, or just 
written tests. In some fields of study such as arts, the so 
called talent examinations are also conducted. A decision 
about admission is usually made on the basis of the previous 
achievements and the results of the entrance examinations. 
In some faculties, only the results of the entrance 
examinations are taken into the consideration.

In Estonia, the specific requirements depend on the higher 
education institution requirements and on the speciality. 
Specific requirements may include entrance examinations, 
an interview, or minimum marks on the secondary-level 
school-leaving certificate.

The required documents for the application include a 
completed application form, certified copy of degrees/
qualifications giving access to higher education, academic 
transcript(s), statement of purpose (explaining the 
motivation for applying) and three or four photos and a 
copy of the identification pages from the passport. 

Students applying for graduate studies in Estonia often 
must, in addition, submit a letter addressed to the Head of 
the Department, in which the candidate describes his or 
her subjects of interest, motives, and plans for study. Some 
universities additionally require that students applying for 
graduate studies contact the professor they would like to 
have supervising their studies.
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It is wise that all prospective international students 
should contact the International Relations Office, or 
another appropriate office of the higher education 
institution of their choice, for more detailed information 
before mailing their application materials.

In Germany the condition for admission to first degree 
courses is a school qualification equivalent to the 
German general university entrance qualification or 
the entrance qualification for universities of applied 
sciences.

However, admission to university not only depends 
on the school certificate. Due to the high numbers 
of applicants in recent years, some universities have 
developed individual admission restrictions. They differ 
from university to anther and even from faculty to another. 
In some cases, applicants must explain their motivation to 
study in an essay or undergo a selection interview with a 
professor. Some courses require internships which can be 
completed before or during the course; vocational training 
may also be recognised. 

There are national admission restrictions for some courses, 
such as medicine and psychology. Students cannot select 
their university freely for these subjects. Instead, prospective 
students must apply to the Central Office for University. 

Of course it is advisable that before applying for a particular 
course in any country one should ask the institution or 

department in question about the selection procedure 
applied as some institutions set their own admission 
requirements. 

Recognition of Studies

Another important aspect one needs to consider before 
applying for a course abroad is whether their own 
qualifications are recognised abroad or whether the course 
concerned is considered as valid in Malta. In Europe, 
recognition of degrees and diplomas is assured through 
a common credit system known as the European Credit 
Transfer System, or ECTS.



In Germany, the certificates from overseas accepted as 
equivalent in Germany can be researched in a database 
of the German Academic Exchange Service. On the www.
daad.de/deutschland/wege-durchs-studium site, the 
required information is available under ‘Admission’ section.

However, it is important to note that if you want to 
apply for a postgraduate study, not all foreign academic 
qualifications are recognised. Some are only classified 
as intermediate or preliminary qualifications. The 
examinations office of the respective faculty will decide on 
this matter. 

The Slovak Republic has its own legal regulations 
governing the recognition of educational qualifications 
awarded abroad. The key points when arranging 
recognition of a diploma are the type of activity to be 
carried out in the Slovak Republic (academic studies 
including PhD studies or employment purposes) and the 
state where the diploma was issued.

The recognition of degrees of the 1st and the 2nd level 
(Bachelor and Masters) issued by foreign higher education 
falls within the competence of the appropriate higher 
education institution in Slovakia which provides the same 

or similar study programme. If the contents of the studies 
are only partly identical, the higher education institution 
may invite the applicant to take additional examinations or 
to complete and defend his/her Bachelor thesis, diploma or 
dissertation thesis.

In case that there is no higher education institution to 
carry out the study programmes identical or related to 
those stated in the submitted certificate in Slovakia, the 
recognition of equivalence is issued by the Ministry of 
Education, Centre for Recognition of Diplomas.

The diplomas issued by a foreign higher education 
institution or other authorised bodies of the State that 
has concluded an agreement with the Slovak Republic on 
mutual recognition of diplomas are equivalent with those 
issued by a higher education institution in the Slovak 
Republic, provided that these credentials are covered by 
the agreement. Decisions on the equivalence of diplomas 
shall be issued by the Ministry of Education, Centre for 
Recognition of Diplomas.

Students wishing to continue their studies in Estonia 
on the basis of a foreign academic certificate, diploma 
or degree must apply directly to the higher education 
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institution or ENIC/NARIC Centre (National Academic 
Recognition Information Centre) in for recognition of their 
periods of study. The Centre in Estonia evaluates foreign 
educational qualifications (certificates, diplomas, degrees), 
and provides information on education systems and 
recognition.  

In Denmark, CIRIUS provides assessments of non-Danish 
degrees, diplomas and certificates and information about 
international recognition of qualifications. This normally 
takes 1-2 months from the time you send the application 
and the required documentation.

The assessment offered by CIRIUS is a brief statement 
saying what your foreign qualification corresponds to 
Denmark’s: which educational level and, if possible, which 
field of education.

The assessment of CIRIUS can also be used to look for a 
job, as the assessment makes your qualifications easier 
to understand for an employer and also clarify your 
opportunities as this will make it easier to examine 
education and job opportunities. 

In Sweden, there is no special recognition procedure for 
foreign students who wish to study there. Your education 
and eligibility are assessed by the University or University 
College you apply to on the basis of the information given in 
your application and the attached documents. Recognition 
of general academic degrees is undertaken by the National 
Agency for Higher Education. 

It is important to point out that the ECTS system is still in the 
introductory phase. Therefore it is advisable that you discuss 
the seminars and lectures you should take with your home 
university.

Your university can determine how a higher education 
qualification is classified. First ask the office responsible for 
recognising foreign academic qualifications. 

The Europass Diploma Supplement can be helpful in 
explaining your qualification. It is an additional document 
written in English, which is enclosed with the higher 
education certificate. It contains data on your personal 
qualifications, results achieved and information on the 
national higher education system.



SECTION 3 WHEN 
LIVING IN
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Currency: Dinars

Languages Spoken: 
Arabic, French, Tamazhight, Timzabit, Chaouis and Touareg.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks open from Sunday to Thursday between 8:00am to 
4:30pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours:  
Shops open everyday from 8:00am to 8:00pm in winter and 
between 8:00am and 11:30pm in summer.

Foreign Credit Cards accepted in Algeria: 
VISA cards are accepted.

Pharmacies Opening Hours and Closing Hours: 
Most of the pharmacies are open for 24hrs everyday.

VISA requirement for Algeria:  
VISA is a requirement for some nationalities. 
(Please check with Foreign Affairs officials in your country).  

How much does a cup of coffee costs? 
€0.10

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
Rent can vary between €100 and €200 per month.
 
What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
Planes, trains, buses and taxis work all through the week, all 
day long. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
There are no discount cards for foreign students.

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year’s Day: �  January 1
Awal Moharem �
Labor Day: �  May 1
Ashura:  � 10 Muharram
Eid El Fitr:  � 1 Shawwal
Mawlid al-Ennabaoui �
Eid El Adha: �  10 Dhu al-Hijjah 

Algeriaاجلزائر,
… officially the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, is a country located in North Africa. It is the largest country 
on the Mediterranean Sea, the second largest on the African continent and the Arab world after Sudan, as well as 
the eleventh-largest country in the world in terms of land area.
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Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken: 
The majority of the population speaks German, which is 
also the country’s official language. Other legally recognised 
minorities in Austria include Slovenes, Croatians and 
Hungarians whose languages are also official languages 
in parts of Austria. Other minority languages (official and 
unofficial ones) are Czech, Slovak, Turkish, Serbo-Croatian, 
Bosnian and Romani. Apart from that most Austrians have 
at least a basic command of English - especially in touristic 
regions you should be able to communicate in English with 
quite everybody.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Working days are from Monday till Friday, the opening hours 
on the one hand depend a bit on the bank and on the other 
on the region but usually  they are open from 8:00am to 
12:30pm and 1:30pm to at least 3:00pm, on Thursday most 
have a long day (till 5:00pm).

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Working days are from Monday till Friday, usually from 

9:00am to 6:00pm in villages and smaller towns and 7:00pm 
in bigger towns and cities. On Saturdays shops open from 
9:00am to 12:00am in villages and smaller towns and 
5:00pm in bigger towns and cities. At the main train stations 
and airports and in some touristic regions stores are also 
allowed to open on Sundays. 

Foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Austria: 
Mostly VISA, Eurocard and Mastercard, sometimes also 
American Express and Diners Club. Please note that paying 
by credit card is not as common in Austria as it is in other 
European countries.

Pharmacies Opening Hours and Closing Hours: 
Pharmacies open from Mondays to Fridays from 8:00am 
to 5:00pm or 6:00pm and from 8:00am to 12:00pm on 
Saturdays. Depending on their location (city centres, 
shopping malls,...) these times can vary. On Sundays and 
during night there are always some pharmacies that open 
for emergencies. In such cases you can find out about the 
relevant pharmacy on duty via signs at the doors of other 
pharmacies, they are listed in the newspapers as well. The 
German word for pharmacy is “Apotheke”.

AUSTRIA
Österreich

… officially the Republic of Austria, is a landlocked country of roughly 8.3 million people in Central Europe. It borders both 
Germany and the Czech Republic to the north, Slovakia and Hungary to the east, Slovenia and Italy to the south, and Switzerland 
and Liechtenstein to the west. The territory of Austria covers 83,872 square kilometres, and is influenced by a temperate and 
alpine climate. Austria’s terrain is highly mountainous due to the presence of the Alps; only 32% of the country is below 500 
metres (1,640 ft), and its highest point is 3,797 metres. The majority of the population speaks German, which is also the country’s 
official language. 
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If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Austria, is a visa required? 
Citizens of the EEU and Swiss nationals, as well as their family 
members staying more than 3 months on federal territory 
have to inform – latest at the expiry of the three months 
duration – the agency dealing with residence matters (office 
of the regional governor (Landeshauptmann) or district 
administrative office (Bezirksverwaltungsbehörde). This 
agency issues, on request, a chargeable certificate, as per 
establishment and residence law. (Source: Ministry of the 
Interior).

In how many days after entering the country, would one 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
Since there is compulsory registration in Austria, you have to 
register within 3 days after you take up residence. Likewise 
you have to deregister within 3 days after you leave your 
residence or if you change address.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of coffee, 
cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich  € 2.50 
Cup of coffee € 2.00
Cinema Ticket €6.50 
Text Message €0.15 to local number;  
  €0.50 to a foreign number  

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
This is difficult to generalise, it of course depends on where 
in Austria, the condition of the apartment and perhaps most 
of all on how lucky you are. As a guideline for calculating 
the price you could add a 0 to the number of square metres, 
so for example for a 50m2 apartment you can expect to pay 
about € 500.00 a month.

What are the services provided for free by the government 
when a Maltese youth presents a European Health 
Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
You are entitled to any services the doctor considers to be 
necessary. 

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? 
What are their operating hours? 
In the main cities you usually have tram and/or bus services, 
in Vienna there’s also underground service. Operating hours 
generally are from 5:00 am to 12:00am, the underground 
operates from 5:00am to around 12:30am. In most cities 
there are special night buses which provide transportation 
all night long. 

Between cities there are trains and buses, their operating 

AUSTRIA
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hours are generally also from 5:00am to around 12:00pm. 
With a little patience you can get practically everywhere in 
Austria by public transport. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 

ISIC - Student Card - for discounts see www.isic.at �
Euro<26 - for discounts check the discount-database on  �
www.euro26.org 
Youthhostels - check http://www.jungehotels.at/oe/ �
home/ or http://www.oejhv.or.at/e-choose.htm

 
When are the Public Holidays?

New Year: �  1 January
Epiphany: �  6 January
Easter Sunday and Easter Monday: �  date varies
Labour Day: �  1 May
Ascension Day: �  39th day after Easter Sunday
Pentecost: �  50 days after Easter Sunday
Feast of Corpus Christi: �  2nd Thursday after Pentecost
Assumption Day:  � 15 August
Austrian National Day: �  26 October
All Saints’ Day:  � 1 November
Feast of the Immaculate Conception: �  8 December
Christmas Day:  � 25 December
Boxing Day: �  26 December 

 
School holidays:

Summer Holidays: �  July till September (beginning and 
end vary a little bit in the different federal states); 
Christmas Holidays:  � 24th December till 6th January; 
Semester break: �  one week in February (beginning and 
end vary in the different federal states);
Easter Holidays: �  Palm Sunday till Tuesday after Easter 
Monday

Events not to miss in Austria: 
Pflasterspektakel  �
International Festival of Street Arts in Linz (July)
Klangwolke  �
Music festival (visual, classical and for children) in Linz 
(September)
Viennese Opera Ball in Vienna (February) �
Danube Festival  �
festival for contemporary music and arts in Krems (April)
Life Ball �
Europe’s largest charity event in the fight against HIV 
and Aids in Vienna (May)
Donaufest �
Festival on the Danube Island in Vienna (June)
Rainbow Parade in Vienna (June)  �
Frequency Festival �
Austria’s biggest rock and alternative music festival in 
Salzburg (August)
Surfopening and Surf World Cup at Lake Neusiedl in  �
Podersdorf (April/May)
Beachvolleyball Grand Slam at the Wörthersee in  �
Klagenfurt, Carinthia (August)
Poolbar Festival �
6 weeks of concerts, DJs, architecture, arts, design, 
fashion etc. in an old indoor swimming pool in Feldkirch 
(June-August)
Christmas season with at least one Christmas market in  �
almost every other town.

AUSTRIA
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Something which Austria is famous for: 
The beautiful and very varied landscape �
A relaxed attitude to life �
Sweets, cakes and pastry �
Wine and Red Bull �
Composers Wolfgang A. Mozart, Joseph Haydn, Franz Schubert, Anton Bruckner,  �
Johann Strauss sr. and Jr., Gustav Mahler
Falco �
Sofa Surfers, Kruder and Dorfmeister and all the other exponents of Vienna  �
Electronic Music
Gustav Klimt, Oskar Kokoschka, Egon Schiele, Friedensreich Hundertwasser  �
(painters), Inge Morath (photographer), Otto Wagner (architect)
Ludwig Wittgenstein, Karl Popper (philosophers) �
Margarete Schütte-Lihotzky (created the prototype of the built-in kitchen which  �
nowadays can be found in almost every Western style home)
Writers like Arthur Schnitzler, Thomas Bernhard and Nobel Prize winner Elfriede  �
Jelinek
Heinrich Harrer (mountaineer who spent Seven Years in Tibet) �
Imperial Vienna with Schönbrunn Palace, the Imperial Palace, St. Stephen’s  �
Cathedral, the Spanish Riding School and the Vienna Boys’ Choir 
The Austrian skiing team. �

AUSTRIA
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Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken: 
Belgium is divided into three language communities: French, 
Flemish and German. Many people know as well English 
especially in Brussels as it is host to a many international 
organisations.  

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
It depends on the Bank but they are normally open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9am till more or less 12:30pm 
from Monday till Friday most of them open in the afternoon 
(around 2 pm) again till more or less 5 pm. 

Shops Opening Hours and Closing Hours: 
In general shops open from Monday till Saturday 
between 9am and 10am and close at around 5pm or 6pm. 
Supermarkets have longer opening hours (on average from 
8am till 7pm). On special occasions shops might open as 
well on Sundays for example the weeks before Christmas. 

Foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Austria: 
American Express, Diners Club, MasterCard and VISA are 
widely accepted as well as Euro cheque cards
 

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
In general from Mondays till Fridays from 8:30am to 
12.30pm and from 14:00pm to 18:30pm In the weekends 
some might open on Saturday mornings. At nights and 
during the weekends there is an emergency pharmacy that 
will be listed in the newspaper.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Belgium, is a visa required? 
No, only an ID-card. 

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
If possible directly after arriving in Belgium one should go to 
the local authority of the place of residence to register.  

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of coffee, 
cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
The price depends of course on the region in the country 
and whether it’s in the city or country side. 
Sandwich € 2.50 
Cup of coffee € 1.50
Cinema Ticket €7.00 
Text Message €0.15 to local number; 
  €0.50 to a foreign number

BELGIUM
België | Belgique | Belgien

… officially the Kingdom of Belgium is a country in northwest Europe. It is a founding member of the European Union and 
hosts its headquarters, as well as those of other major international organizations, including NATO. Belgium covers an area of 
30,528 square kilometres and has a population of about 10.7 million.



How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
Of course the rent changes as well regarding the city. 
Brussels for example is very expensive. The rent for a student 
room in Belgium can change between €250 and €400 per 
month. 

What are the services provided for free by the government 
when a Maltese youth presents a European Health 
Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
In Belgium a patient has to pay in advance and gets the 
money later back by the chosen insurance. 

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
The main public transports between cities are trains. In 
small cities you’ll find buses and in the bigger ones and at 
the coast also trams. Underground train service runs only in 
Brussels.

The first train leaves at approximately 5:00am and the last 
one departs at approximately 12:00pm. Buses in the country 
side and in smaller cities don’t drive this long. In big cities 
the buses, trams and underground trains don’t run between 
midnight and 5 a.m. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
Euro<26: the card can be used to get discounts from certain 
shops, on cinema tickets, entrances of some museums and 
concerts.  

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year: �  1 January
Easter Monday: �  date varies
Labour Day: �  1 May
Ascension Day: �  39th day after Easter Sunday
Whit Monday �
National Day: �  21 July
Assumption Day: �  15 August
All Saints’ Day: �  1 November
Armistice Day: �  November 11

 
Every language community has it’s own public holiday:

German-speaking-community: �  November 15
French-speaking-community: �  September 27
Flemish-speaking-community: �  July 11 

 
Events not to miss in Belgium:   
National Holiday: 21 July 
 
Something which Belgium is famous for:
Fries, Chocolate, Beer.

BELGIUM
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Currency: Bulgarian lev 

Languages Spoken in Bulgaria apart from the mother 
tongue:  
The widest spoken languages are English, German and 
French. In the big cities most of the people, specially the 
young people, speak English or some other languages. 

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8.30am to16.30pm

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Most of the shops are open from Sunday to Sunday, 
9.00am – 19.00pm (20.00pm)

Foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Bulgaria: 
Master card, Diners Club, American Express and some others, 
depends on the shops, restaurants etc. 

Pharmacies Opening Hours and Closing Hours and 
Working Days: 
Most of the pharmacies are open from Sunday to Sunday, 
9.30am – 7.00pm (8.00pm) and some of them are open 
24-hours per day.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Bulgaria, is a visa required?  
No.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities?  
In 24 hours you have to register your address in case that 
you don’t use a hotel.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of coffee, 
cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Depends on the place, if it is some resort sometimes it’s 
much more, but normal prices are: 
Sandwich €0.70 
Cup of coffee €0.75
Cinema Ticket €2.50 - €3.00 
Text Message €0.15 (but this depends on the   
 tariff plan and operator)

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
Approximate price in the capital city is €250 - €300.

BULGARIA
Република България 
Republika Bălgariya

… officially the Republic of Bulgaria is a country in the Balkans in south-eastern Europe. Bulgaria borders five other countries: 
Romania to the north (mostly along the River Danube), Serbia and the Republic of Macedonia to the west, and Greece and Turkey 
to the south. The Black Sea defines the extent of the country to the east.
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What are the services provided for free by the government 
when a Maltese youth presents a European Health 
Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
With the European Health Insurance Card the medical 
service is free of charge. Officially in all cases not only in 
emergency cases. BUT the Bulgarian health system is still not 
well-regulated. Very often foreigners pay for the service and 
receive an invoice. When they go back to their own country 
they receive their money back.

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
The main public transport is the bus – in the cities and 
between cities which operate from 5:30am till 11:00pm. The 
taxi is still not expensive – for example in Sofia from point to 
point is about €10 (maximum).

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
ISIC – International Student Card, EYCA are the most 
common and they provide discounts for certain shops, 
restaurants, transport, museums etc.

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year:  � 1 January
Liberation Day:  � 3 March
Labour Day:  � 1 May
St Georgi:  � 6 May
St Cyril & St Methodius Day: �  24 May
Unit of Bulgaria: �  6 September
Independence Day: �  22 September
Day of the Bulgarian National Leaders: �  1 November
Christmas: �  24-26 December

 
Events not to miss in Bulgaria:   

Holliday of the Bulgarian rose – in the the Rose Valley �
Nestinari – Ancient pagan tradition wherein live coal  �
dancers who reach a state of religious ecstasy.
Kukeri (Mummer’s day)  �

Something which Bulgaria is famous for: 
The beautiful nature, fantastic resorts with very nice and 
modern hotels – mountain and Black sea resorts – like Sunny 
beach, Golden sands, Albena, Bansko, Pamporovo. There 
are fantastic spa and thermal hotels. There are fantastic 
historical places with ancient temples, villages from the 
period of Thracians (approx. 5 B.C). 

BULGARIA
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CROATIA
Hrvatska

Currency: Kuna (€1.00 = HRK 7.27)

Languages Spoken in Croatia apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Depends from the region - Italian, Hungarian, Czech and 
Serbian..

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8.00am - 7.00pm; Saturday 8.30am - 12.30pm

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Monday-Saturday 8.00am - 9.00pm. Shopping Centres are 
open during the weekend

Foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Croatia: 
Master Card, Diners Club, American Express and some 
others, depending on the retail outlet. 

Pharmacies Opening Hours and Closing Hours and 
Working Days: 
Monday - Friday 7.00am -8.00pm, Saturday 7:30am - 3:00pm, 
while on-call pharmacies are available 24/7.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Croatia, is a visa required? 
No, they shall be issued temporary stay permit.

The fırst temporary stay permıt should be requested at 
the competent diplomatic mission or consular post of the 
Republic of Croatia.
 
An alien may apply for the first temporary stay permit at 
a local police administration office or a police station in 
the following cases: serious humanitarian reasons, request 
for the family, reunification with a Croatian national or 
an asylum, where the person concerned is the holder 
of a scholarship within the framework of a programme 
approved by the ministry responsible for education and 
science matters, work, where the alien concerned comes for 
scientific researches.
 
Exceptionally, an employer may on behalf of an alien and on 
the basis of a work permit apply for the first temporary stay 
for the purpose of work at the same time while applying for 
a work permit.
 

… officially the Republic of Croatia is a country in central and south-eastern Europe, at the crossroads of the Pannonian Plain, the 
Balkans, and the Adriatic Sea. Its capital (and largest city) is Zagreb. Croatia borders Slovenia and Hungary to the north, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina to the southeast, and Serbia and Montenegro to the east.
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Temporary stay shall be granted on the grounds of: family 
reunification, work, secondary school, education and 
university-level studies, scientific research, and humanitarian 
reasons. 
 
In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
An alien granted temporary stay shall be obliged to report 
his/her stay and address of dwelling, as well as any change 
regarding his/her residence and address of dwelling within 
three days from entering the Republic of Croatia, or from 
the day on which the change regarding stay or address of 
dwelling has occurred. 

An alien granted short-term stay shall be obliged to report 
his/her stay within 48 hours from entering the Republic 
of Croatia, or from changing the address of dwelling, and 
the change regarding the address of dwelling shall in the 
following cases be reported by: legal and natural persons 
providing accommodation services to aliens – within 24 
hours from the day of provided accommodation; legal and 
natural persons providing berths and boating services in 
a port of nautical tourism, upon alien’s embarkation on a 
vessel where he/she has his/her accommodation – within 
12 hours from the provision of accommodation; every 
subsequent legal and natural person providing berths and 
boating services in a port of nautical tourism, if a vessel is 
at the berth longer than 6 hours – within 12 hours from 
arriving at the berth; legal and natural persons renting a 
vessel to an alien, when the vessel is taken into possession at 
the location where berth services are free of charge – within 
12 hours from this vessel transfer; health care institutions, 
or health workers in the private sector admitting an alien 
for medical treatment – within 48 hours from the day of 
admittance; persons to whom aliens come for a visit – within 
48 hours from the arrival of aliens for a visit.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of coffee, 
cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich HRK 14 (€2.00) 
Cup of coffee HRK 10-12 (€1.80) 
Cinema Ticket HRK 25-30 (€4.00) 
Text Message HRK 0.45 (€0.06)
 
How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
Approximately HRK 2000 (approx. €260).

What are the services provided for free by the government 
when a Maltese youth presents a European Health 
Insurance Card in a public health centre?
Since there is no bilateral agreement on social security 
between Republic of Croatia and Malta, Maltese citizens 
are obliged to have compulsory health insurance in the 
Republic of Croatia and procure a health insurance policy 
by the Croatian Institute for Health Insurance (HZZO) in the 
following way.

upon arrival they need to register at the police  �
administration/station, where they shall be issued a 
registered number; 
on the basis of this number the HZZO office will register  �
the person on temporary evidence and issue relevant 
confirmation, which entitles the foreigner and binds the 
HZZO to medical insurance after the residence regulation;
with this temporary confirmation from the HZZO,  �
the foreign citizens need to return to the police 
administration/station, where their temporary residence 
shall be approved and a permit issued;
after bringing a copy of the residence confirmation to the  �
HZZO, the foreign citizen will be fully insured;
necessary documents: a copy of the first page of the  �
passport, a copy of the passport page with visa, a copy of 
the residence confirmation; 

CROATIA
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monthly financial contribution in 2010 amounts to HRK  �
400 – the payment slip shall be delivered to the address 
where the person has registered residence. 

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?
Croatia has a significant rail network with services running 
between all of its major cities. There are no services along 
the country’s coastline, however, Dubrovnik is the one city 
that cannot be accessed by train. You can travel as far as Split 
by rail then take the bus to Dubrovnik.

High-speed rail services, referred to as ‘tilting trains’, run 
between the capital and Split, Osijek and Rijeka plus other 
major cities. There are also overnight services between 
Zagreb and Split in which sleeping  carriages are available. 
Aside from the high-speed trains, there are regular speed 
services along the same lines. More information is available 
at: www.hznet.hr

The country’s bus network is also extensive, providing 
connections with all major towns and cities and a large 
number of smaller destinations also. From Zagreb’s main 
bus terminal - Autobusni kolodvor Zagreb, it is  possible 
to catch services to Bjelovar, Dubrovnik, Karlovac, Osijek, 
Rijeka, Sisak, Split, Vukovar and Zadar. Bus travel in Croatia 
is reasonably priced and vehicle interiors are generally clean 
and comfortable. Tickets can be bought directly from the 
driver on short distance services and from ticket offices on 
long distance ones.

There are ferry services between the mainland and Croatia’s 
larger islands such as Hvar, Korcula and Mljet. A regular 
service also connects Rijeka and Dubrovnik but is long and 
arduous, taking 22 hours to complete the journey.
Zagreb and Osijek has its own tram service, which covers a 

large part of the city and is a speedy and economical way of 
getting around. Single tickets are available, however 24-hour 
tickets are often more cost-effective.
Taxis are widely available in all cities and can be found 
outside airports, bus stations and major hotels.
Cycling is popular among tourists in Croatia and the country 
has some scenic cycling routes. The national parks offer 
good cycling terrain for mountain bikers. Unfortunately, 
however, there are few bike rental shops so you may wish to 
consider bringing your own.
 
Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
International Student Identity Card (ISIC) and Euro< 26 Card 
are available for students and offer good discounts on plane, 
train and boat tickets as well as in different shops (books, 
CD’s, fashion, sport gear); pre-booking of tickets to cultural 
events, accommodation, holiday-trips, language courses; 
help lines and...lots more!

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year:  � 1 January
Epiphany: �  6 January
Easter Sunday �
Easter Monday �
Labour Day:  � 1 May
Corpus Christi: �  60 days after Easter
Anti-Fascist Struggle Day: �  22 June
Statehood Day: �  25 June
Victory & Homeland Thanksgiving Day, �
Day of Croatian Defenders: �  5 August
Assumption of Mary:  � 15 August
Independence Day: �  8 October
All Saints Day: �  1 November
Christmas: �  25 December
St Stephen’s Day: �  26 December

CROATIA
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Events not to miss in Croatia:   
Events not to miss in Croatia: Zagreb Dox Festival , 
Dubrovnik Carnival, Zagreb Wine Gorument festival, ATP 
Zagreb Indoors, Rijeka Carnival, Snow Queen Trophy, 
Motovun Film Festival, Dubrovnik Summer Festival, Histria 
Festival, In Music festival, Arena Film Festival, Spancir Fest, 
The Alka, Cest is the best Festival, Split Summer Festival, 
Anima fest and so on.

Something which Croatia is famous for:
Croatia is known for its clear waters of the Adriatic Sea, 
more than 1000 beautiful islands, seven World Heritage 
sites and eight national parks (Historical Complex of Split 
with the Palace of Diocletian, Old City of Dubrovnik, Plitvice 
Lakes National Park, Episcopal Complex of the Euphrasian 
Basilica in the Historic Centre of Poreč, Historic City of Trogir, 
The Cathedral of St. James in Šibenik, The Stari Grad Plain – 
island of Hvar.

Besides its natural and historical beauties, Croatia is 
also famous for its inventors and various inventions and 
discoveries. Some of them are: fountain pens and necktie 
(kravata). Croatia is also famous for Croatian cuisine, famous 
Croatian Traditional gift Licitar, Dalmatians (dogs) and for its 
sport accomplishments. Most famous sport representatives 
are Blanka Vlasic, Janica Kostelic, Goran Ivanisevic, football 
and handball Croatian team.

CROATIA
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CYPRUS
Kýpros | Kıbrıs

… is a Eurasian island country in the Eastern Mediterranean, south of Turkey and west of Syria and Lebanon. It is the third largest 
island in the Mediterranean Sea and one of its most popular tourist destinations. A highly developed country, the Republic of 
Cyprus was a founding member of the Non-Aligned Movement until it joined the European Union on May 1, 2004.

Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken in Cyprus apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Greek and Turkish are the main languages spoken by the 
Greek-Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot communities. English 
is widely spoken. French and German are also well spoken 
within the tourist industry.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours:  
For the period September 1st  - May 31st

Banks open at 08:30am and close at 13:30pm every day 
besides Monday. 
Banks open at 08:30am and close at 6:00pm on Mondays. 
Banks are closed on Saturdays and Sundays.

For the period June 1st- August 31st
Banks open at 08:30am and close at 13:30pm every day.  
Banks are closed on Saturdays and Sundays.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours:  
Shop opening times vary depending on their type and 
location, though shops normally open between 07:00am 
and 09:00pm.  

 
During the period November 1st - March 31st shops close at 
7:30pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, at 3:00pm 
on Wednesday, and at 7:00pm on Saturday.  
 
For the period April 1st – October 31st shops close at to 
8:00pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, at 3:00pm 
on Wednesday and, at 7:30pm on Saturday. During the 
period June 15th – August 31st there is an optional three 
hour afternoon break from 2:00pm - 5:00pm. 
 
Special shopping hours apply for Christmas and Easter. 
From December 1st to December 31st, shops may remain 
open until 8:00pm throughout the week, but must close by 
6:00pm on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. Shops can also 
remain open until 8:00pm 10 days before Easter Sunday, but 
must close by 6:00pm on Good Friday. 

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Cyprus? (even 
Visa electron?)  
All major credit cards are accepted, such as Visa, Visa 
electron, American Express etc.
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Pharmacies Opening Hours and Closing Hours and 
Working Days: 
Pharmacies are all marked with a green cross. Their Opening 
and Closing hours are the same as with shops: 

For the period November 1st-March 31st   
Monday-Friday (except Wednesday): 09:00am-19:30pm 
Wednesday and Saturday 09:00am-15:00pm

For the period April 1st October 31st 
Monday-Friday (except Wednesday): 09:00am-20:00pm 
Wednesday and Saturday: 09:00am-15:00pm

Please note that after the above opening hours, a number 
of pharmacies are open in rotation. A list of which pharmacy 
is open every night can be found on the door of every 
pharmacy as well as in the daily paper. 

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Cyprus, is a Visa required? No.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
No need to register.

How much does a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €3.00 - €3.50 
Cup of coffee €4.00
Cinema Ticket €8.00 
Text Message €0.22

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
The price of a flat next to the university ranges between 
€350-400. It is of course much cheaper in other areas of a 
city. 

What are the services provided for free by the Cypriot 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre?  
Under EU regulations, health care can be provided in Cyprus 
for people from other EU Member States. The health care 
is provided on the same basis as is provided to a Cypriot 
national and is available at any of the Government Medical 
Institutions in Cyprus. For temporary or tourist visitors there 
is a form with the code E111 or EHIC which entitles you to 
receive any medically necessary treatment that you may 
need during your stay in Cyprus. If you have not got a form 
E111 or EHIC when attending at a Cyprus State Hospital, it 
may be possible for you to obtain such a form by contacting 
your “home” administration which may be able to provide 
you with the relevant documentation.

If you do not have the Required E111 Form or EHIC, the 
state hospital authorities are entitled to charge you for the 
treatment provided, but you may claim reimbursement later 
from your home Member State.

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
There are four types of buses in Cyprus that can help you 
move around:

Transurban buses that link all towns on a daily basis and  �
with frequent routes 
Rural buses that link almost all villages with the nearest  �
city but with limited frequency once or twice daily 
except Sundays.
Urban buses that link different areas within the cities  �
and operate frequently during daytime. In certain 
tourist areas, during summer period, their routes are 
extended till late in the evening.
Buses for airport transfers. �

CYPRUS
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Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
Euro<26 card as well as any University student card are 
accepted in Cyprus. These cards can be used to obtain 
discount for theatre tickets, bus tickets, museums and other 
sites. By using Euro<26 card one can get a discount at a big 
variety of shops and restaurants. 

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year: �  1 January
Epiphany: �  6 January
Greek National Day: �  25 March
National Anniversary Day: �  1 April
Labour Day: �  1 May
Assumption of the Virgin Mary: �  15 August
Cyprus Independence Day: �  1 October
Greek National Anniversary Day: �  28 October
Christmes Eve: �  24 December
Christmas Day: �  25 December
Boxing Day: �  26 December
Green Monday �  (50 Days before Greek Orthodox Easter)
Variable �  - Good Friday (Greek Orthodox Church)
Variable �  - Easter Monday (Greek Orthodox Church)
Variable �  - Pentecost - Kataklysmos (Festival of the Flood) 

Events not to miss in Cyprus:    
The “Kypria Festival” which has been organised for the past 
17 years is one of the most important cultural events in 
Cyprus. It includes a variety of cultural events such as theatre 
performances, ballet, opera and music concerts. Many 
groups and theatres from abroad take part in this annual 
festival which takes place every October. The events of this 
festival are organised all over Cyprus. 

The FX Pro Cyprus Rally which takes place every March is 
one of the most fascinating events for all speed lovers. 
The city of Limassol is famous for its wine festival which 
takes place every year in September. During the festival, 
which lasts a week, free wine is offered to all visitors and 
traditional dancing shows are presented. 

The city of Larnaca is famous for the celebrations of the 
“Festival of the Flood” which takes place every June (the 
date changes every year) and which lasts for a week. Food 
stalls offer traditional delicacies, dance and song shows are 
presented and the visitors of the festival reach 200.000! 

Something which Cyprus is famous for: 
Cyprus is famous for being the birthplace of ancient goddess 
Aphrodite’s isle, notorious for its incredible and unspoilt 
beaches and for the sunny weather all around the year. 
The hospitality of its people is renowned and the delicious 
cuisine is unforgettable to all those who have tasted it. 

Cyprus is also famous for its long history as well as for 
the numerous historical sites and monuments which 
are scattered all over the island and come from different 
historical periods: prehistoric, historic, Medieval and more 
modern. The visitor is intrigued to find out a long list of 
UNESCO –listed sites, offering an insight into the island’s 
long and turbulent history over the ages. 

The rugged Akamas National Park is the place to see 
unspoilt nature. It’s here that protected loggerhead turtles 
return to beautiful Lara Bay each year to lay their eggs. At 
the same time, Cyprus is famous for its night-life scene in the 
main towns of Nicosia, Limassol and Larnaca, but also in the 
holiday resorts of Agia Napa and Protaras. 

Useful internet website links about Cyprus:
www.visitcyprus.com �
www.youthboard.org.cy �
http://www.cyprus.gov.cy/portal/portal.nsf/dmlcitizen_ �
gr/dmlcitizen_gr?OpenDocument
www.cyprusevents.com �
http://www.cyprusrally.com.cy/ �
http://www.moec.gov.cy/kypria/ �
http://www.cyprus-government.com/ �

         

CYPRUS
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Currency: Czech crown (Kč, CZK). One crown is divided into 
100 hellers, but today only 50-heller coins are used, and 
retailers round the total sum of your purchase to the nearest 
50 hellers. (Exchange rates: CZK 1 = €0.04 | €1 EUR = CZK 
25.92).

Languages Spoken in the Czech Republic apart from the 
mother tongue: 
Young people usually can Speak English or German, older 
generation can speak Russian.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Mostly Monday to Friday 9:00am – 4:00pm, but it depends 
on the bank. 

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
The opening hours of most shops from Monday to Friday 
are 8.00am or 9.00am to 5.00pm and on Saturdays mornings. 
Major retail stores (e.g. Tesco) and shopping centres are 
open from 8.00am to 10.00pm every day, and some are open 
24 hours a day. Some smaller shops may close for a lunch 
break, which is usually between noon and 1.00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in the Czech 
Republic? 
All major credit cards are accepted in the Czech Republic.

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours Working Days:  
This depends on where the pharmacy is situated.  Mainly 
Monday to Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm but most of them 

CZECH 
REPUBLICČeská republika
… is a country in Central Europe. The country borders Poland to the northeast, Germany to the west and northwest, Austria to 
the south and Slovakia to the east. The capital and largest city is Prague (Czech: Praha). The Czech Republic has been a member 
of NATO since 1999 and of the European Union since 2004. From 1 January 2009 to 1 July 2009, the Czech Republic held the 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union.
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open for longer, some of them are opened on Saturday 
morning and some of theme even daily. 

Is a Visa needed to stay in the Czech Republic for more 
than 3 months? If yes from where do you get it? 
For stays of up to 3 months EU citizens will not require any 
special residence qualification. If an EU citizen wishes to 
remain in the Czech Republic for more than 3 months (e.g. 
for reasons of employment, business, study) he/she will be 
authorised to apply for “residence qualification for a citizen 
of a member state of the European Community”.

You can submit an application for a residence permit at 
the embassy in your country of residence or directly at the 
foreign police in the Czech Republic.

From an administrative point of view your application 
should be accompanied by the following: travel document, 
confirmation of the purpose of your visit (e.g. employment 
contract). If the purpose of your stay is other than for 
employment you will also have to supply a health insurance 
document and sworn statement that you will not apply for 
social welfare payments.

You are obliged to report stays in the Czech Republic of 
more than 30 days to the foreign police in the place of 
residence within 30 days of entering the Czech Republic 
(this does not apply for hotel accommodation).

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of coffee, 
cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €1.60  
Cup of coffee €1.00
Cinema Ticket €5.50 
Text Message €0.07 to local number,  
  €0.25 to a foreign number 

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
Approximately €420 a month without consumption in 
Prague. 

What are the services provided for free by the government 
when a Maltese youth presents a European Health 
Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
EU citizens are entitled for free medical assistance for emergency 
cases only. It is strongly recommended that applicants for 
studies and accepted students at Czech universities should 
obtain health insurance coverage in their own countries for the 
period of their studies in the Czech Republic before their arrival 
in the Czech Republic. If they do not have their own health 
insurance, then they are obliged by law to pay General Health 
Insurance for Foreigners in the Czech Republic.

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
A dense traffic net of the Czech Republic allows a quick and 
comfortable travelling within the whole country. Public 
transport system works really well during the whole day. The 
main means of transport are buses and trains between cities 
and buses and trams in the main cities (underground is the 
most important public transport in Prague) Public transport 
operates constantly. Of course more often during the day, 
but you can travel also at night. It depends where you are 
going to. For example Prague has night buses and trams 
which operate almost every 30 minutes during the whole 
night. So you cannot reach small villages at night but you 
can travel between big cities.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them?  
ISIC – International Student Card is the most common and it 
can be used to get discounts from certain shops, restaurants 
on cinema and theatre tickets, entrance in museums and 
exhibitions and sales for transport and some sport activities. 

CZECH REPUBLIC
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When are the Public Holidays?
New Year:  � 1 January
Easter Monday �
Labour Day: �  1 May
Liberation Day: �  8 May
St Cyril & St Methodius Day: �  5 July
Jan Hus Day: �  6 July
Day of the Czech statehood:  � 28 September
Foundation of the independent Czechoslovak State: �  
28 October
Day of Students’ Fight for Freedom and Democracy:  �
17 November
Christmas: �  24-26 December

 
Events not to miss in the Czech Republic: 
A truly vast range of cultural and sports events are held 
throughout the Czech Republic every year. You can choose 

from theatre performances, exhibitions, ballet, all sorts of 
festivals (folk, beer wine harvest festivals, etc.), discotheques, 
concerts, balls, festivities, etc. For example:

Festival “Rock for people”  �
www.rockforpeople.com
Festival “Trutnov Open air”  �
www.festivaltrutnov.cz/2009/en
International music festival “Prague Spring”   �
www.festival.cz/en/rubrika.php?id_rubrika=25
International Film Festival Karlovy Vary  �
www.kviff.com/?lang=en 

Something which the Czech Republic is famous for:  
Beer, Glass, Porcelain, Bohemian garnet, Becherovka, Škoda 
cars and Pavel Nedvěd.

CZECH REPUBLIC
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Currency: The Danish Krone, DKK.

Languages spoken in Denmark apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Most people speak English, and many, especially in the 
South of Denmark speak German.

Banks’ opening and closing hours: 
Banks are open from 10.00am to 4.00pm, Thursday till 6pm 
and are closed on weekends and public holidays. 

Shops’ opening and closing hours: 
Shopping Centres and Department Stores open from 
Monday to Friday 10.00am - 8.00pm, Saturday 10.00am-
5.00pm. Factory Outlets usually open from Monday to Friday 
10.00am-6.00pm, Saturday 10.00am-3.00pm. 

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Denmark? 
All major cards are accepted in larger shops - American 
Express, Diners Club, Eurocard, Mastercard, Visa Electron, 
Visa, and Maestro. However, in supermarkets only Danish 
cards are accepted, so have some cash ready for this.

Pharmacies’ opening and closing hours and working days: 
The Danish word for pharmacy is “apotek”. If you need 
a pharmacy after normal business hours you can find 
pharmacies which open 24 hours a day such as Steno 
Apotek in Copenhagen. 

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Denmark, is a visa required?  
No, not a visa, but a stay exceeding the 3 or 6 month limit 
requires an EU/EEA residence certificate.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
After 3 months.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of coffee, 
cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €3.00 
Cup of coffee €2.00
Cinema Ticket €10.00 
Text Message Depends on operator
 

DENMARK
Danmark

… is a Scandinavian country in Northern Europe and the senior member of the Kingdom of Denmark. It is the southernmost of 
the Nordic countries; southwest of Sweden and south of Norway, and it is bordered to the south by Germany. Denmark borders 
both the Baltic and the North Sea. The country consists of a large peninsula, Jutland (Jylland) and many islands, most notably 
Zealand (Sjælland), Funen (Fyn), Vendsyssel-Thy, Lolland, Falster and Bornholm, as well as hundreds of minor islands often 
referred to as the Danish Archipelago. Denmark has long controlled the approach to the Baltic Sea, as over water this can only 
take place via one of the three channels, that are also known as the “Danish straits”.
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How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
They are extremely difficult to get and very expensive, you 
will easily have to pay €600 - €700. 
 
What are the services provided for free by the Danish 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
If you are from an EU/ EEA country and you hold a European 
Health Insurance Card you are covered by the Danish health 
insurance upon arrival.  
 
What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
In Copenhagen some buses run all through the night, 
between about 12.30am and 5.30am they can be spotted 
by the letter “N” after the bus number. The fare is double 
the normal daytime rates. As Copenhagen is so flat, getting 
around by bike is a pleasure and possibly the easiest form 
of transport for inner-city travel. You can rent, borrow, or 
buy a used bike. The main means of transportation, when 
travelling to other parts of Denmark is the train. Even the 
remotest parts of Denmark are linked by railways, and 
the train offers easy and comfortable transport between 
the regions. The Danish coach and bus networks are 
extraordinarily extensive, and enable you to reach even the 
most remote corners of the country. A cheaper possibility, 
though with a limited number of destinations, is to catch a 
bus. Another possibility is to make use of a mini ferry service 
which sails between five city harbours. The boats sail every 
20 minutes from early in the morning until about 8pm (7pm 
on Sun) all year round except if the harbour area is frozen 
over in winter. To check the schedules for bus and trains 
between cities have a look at the following website: http://
www.rejseplanen.dk/ 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
With the International Student Identity Card (ISIC) you can 
make savings on travel, accommodation, museums etc while 
with the International Youth Travel card you save on travel, 
accommodation, museums. 

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year:  � 1 January
Maundy Thursday (Thursday before Easter) �
Easter Sunday �
Easter Monday �
Labour Day:  � 1 May
Common Prayer’s Day:  � 4th Friday after Easter
Ascension Day:  � 40th Day after Easter
Whit Sunday:  � 7th Sunday after Easter
Whit Monday:  � 8th Monday after Easter
Constitution Day:  � 5th June
Christmas:  � 24-26 December 

 
Events not to miss in Denmark: 
All the many music festivals in the summer. Unfortunately 
only one of the biggest and most famous, have an English 
website: http://www.roskilde-festival.dk. 

Something which Denmark is famous for: 
The Little Mermaid (a statue at the harbour front) TIVOLI 
(amusement park and free concerts every Friday night), all 
our beaches and forests and nice camping sites, beer, bacon 
and butter, and the blond girls.

DENMARK



35

Currency: Egyptian Pounds (EGP)

Languages Spoken: 
The people in Egypt speak English, French and German.  A 
small percentage of the population can speak Spanish as 
well.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours:  
All Banks are open between 8:30am and 2:00pm from 
Sunday to Thursday. 

However, there are some banks which extend their working 
hours till 5:00pm and others have an evening shift between 
5:00pm to 7:00pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours:  
Working days for shops are not the same everywhere.  
Therefore in general shops are open during the whole week 
days, having some closing off on Sunday while others on 
Friday. Shops are open between 10:00am to 11:00pm.

Foreign Credit Cards accepted in Egypt:   
VISA and MasterCard.

Pharmacies Opening Hours and Closing Hours:  
Government and some privately owned pharmacies 
are open day and night during the whole week.  Official 
opening hours for private pharmacies which have no 
permission for night shift are between 10:00am to 11:00pm. 

VISA requirement for Egypt:  
Visa is necessary (please contact the Foreign Affairs Office 
in your country).  You can get a Visa through an Egyptian 
embassy.  For more information you can visit: http://www.
ask-aladdin.com/visas_and_passports.htm.

How much does a cup of coffee and a text message cost? 
Cup of coffee 2 EGP (€0.25)
Text Message 0.5 EGP (€0.06)

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
It varies from one city to another and from place to another 
in the same city. However a small flat or apartment is never 
less than 1000-1500 EGP (€ 121.25 EUR - €181.85).  

EGYPTمصر
… officially the Arab Republic of Egypt, is a country mainly in North Africa, with the Sinai Peninsula forming a land bridge in the 
Middle East. Thereby, Egypt is a transcontinental country, and is considered to be a major power in North Africa, Mediterranean 
Region, African Continent, Nile Basin, Islamic World and the Red Sea. Covering an area of about 1,010,000 square kilometers 
(390,000 sq mi), Egypt is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea to the north, the Gaza Strip and Israel to the northeast, the Red Sea 
to the east, Sudan to the south and Libya to the west.
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What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
In the main cities you can find buses, microbuses, minibuses, 
taxis and subway throughout the week and all day long.  
Buses operate between the different cities from 5:00am to 
12:00am and trains from 6:00am to 11:00pm.  There are also 
internal flights which operate all day long, all week.  

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them?  
There are no discount cards for foreign students.

When are the Public Holidays? 
The following holidays are celebrated across the country, 
with the government offices and ministries closed. These 
holidays are either national secular holidays or important 
religious holidays.

Egypt Police Day:  � January 25
Sinai Liberation Day:  � April 25
Labour Day:   � May 1
Revolution Day:   � July 23
Armed Forces Day:   � October 6
Christmas Day:  � 25 December / 7 January for Coptic 
Orthodox Christians

 
The following holidays are public holidays but the date on 
which each occurs varies, according to its corresponding 
Coptic or Islamic calendar, and thus has no set date.

Sham El Nessim (Spring Festival): 
The Monday following Orthodox Easter 
 
Ramadan Feast: 
Religious holiday for 3 days

Islamic New Year:  
The new year based on the lunar Islamic calendar
 
Sacrifice Feast:
Religious holiday for 4 days

Prophet Mohamed’s Birthday:  
The Birthday of Prophet Mohamed 

Something which Egypt is famous for:  
Monuments: Pyramids, Sphinx, Pharaohs Temples, 
Museums, Islamic Mosques especially in Cairo, St. Catherine’s 
Monastery in Sinai. 

Touristic Cities: Alexandria, Luxor, Aswan, Sharm El-Sheikh, 
Hurgada, Dahab.

Natural Sights: Nile River (Cruises), Red Sea Coast (Diving), 
Sinai Mountains (Climbing).

EGYPT
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Currency: The Kroon 

Languages Spoken in Estonia apart from the mother tongue: 
English

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks are open from Monday to Friday between 9:00am and 
18:00pm. Most banks are closed on Saturdays and Sundays.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
All of the larger supermarkets are open from 10:00am - 
9:00pm, or even 9:00am - 11:00pm. Opening hours for other 
shops, such as those selling jewellery or sportswear, are 
10:00am-6:00pm or 10:00am-7:00pm, but in bigger shopping 
centres these may also be open longer. Smaller shops close 
earlier on the weekends, but most supermarkets keep the 
same opening hours as on the weekdays.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Estonia?  
Visa, Mastercard/Eurocard, Diner’s Club and American Express.

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours: 
There are many pharmacies in Estonia, some of which are open 
24 hours a day. Prescriptions that have been issued in other 
EU member countries are not valid in Estonia. So in the event 
that you need to buy any prescription medicines, you need to 
contact a doctor here.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Denmark, is a Visa required? 
Visa is not required.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
In the event they stay for more than 3 months, they 
should register their place of residence and apply for an ID-
card. Applications for residence permits should be submitted 
to a diplomatic representation of the Republic of Estonia. 
Registration of one’s place of residence is necessary in the 
case of longer visits for EU citizens as well as citizens of third 
countries. The place of residence should be registered at the 
local government registers services, or in the case of smaller 
local governments, directly in the local government’s office 
with a person responsible for the registers.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of coffee, 
cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €2.00 
Cup of coffee €3.00
Cinema Ticket €7.60 
Text Message Depends on operator 
 
How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment in 
the centre or next to Universities? 
In Tallin a 2 room flat cost from €224 to €575 a month, a 2 
room flat in Tartu will cost from €192 to €447 a month.

ESTONIA
Eesti

… officially the Republic of Estonia, is a country in Northern Europe. It is bordered to the north by the Gulf of Finland, to the west 
by the Baltic Sea, to the south by Latvia (343 km), and to the east by the Russian Federation (338.6 km). The territory of Estonia 
covers 45,227 km2 and is influenced by a temperate seasonal climate.
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What are the services provided for free by the government 
when a Maltese youth presents a European Health 
Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
EU citizens are also insured as long as their European Health 
Insurance Card is valid on the basis of previous work or other 
insurance conditions in their home country. In the event of 
short-term work, you should check the term of validity of 
your health insurance and your European health insurance 
card. If your European health insurance card is valid, you will 
be granted necessary health care while staying in Estonia. 
If you are not insured in your home country and you are 
staying in Estonia for a short time without a residence 
permit, you should obtain private health insurance in your 
home country for the duration of your stay in Estonia.

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
In Tallin one can make use of trolleys, buses and trams. 
Buses can also be used to travel from one city to another. 
Timetables are available on www.bussireisid.ee. Trains 
can also be used to travel between cities however train 
connections are sparse, and some trains are uncomfortable. 

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year: �  1 January
Independence Day: �  24 February
Good Friday �
Labour Day: �  1 May
Whit Sunday:  � 7th Sunday after Easter
Victory Day: �  23 June
Re-Independence Day: �  20 August
Christmas Day:  � 25 December
Boxing Day: �  26 December 

Events not to miss in Estonia:  
The Estonian Song Festival

Something which Estonia is famous for: 
Sauna, Black Bread, Herbal drink Vana Tallin (Old Tallin)

More information can be found in www.smartestonia.ee 

ESTONIA
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Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken in Finland apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Official languages are Finnish and Swedish. Most of the 
people know English and also other languages like French, 
German and Russian.

Banks Opening Hours and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
From Monday to Friday between 10.00am till 4.30pm. 

Shops Opening Hours and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
Shops are open from Monday to Saturday, during the 
summer time also on Sundays. Most of the smaller shops 
close around 6.00pm but the department stores and 
shopping centres are open from 9.00am till 9.00pm. 

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Finland?  
All major credit cards are widely accepted.

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours: 
Most of the pharmacies are open every day. Opening hours 
are between 7.00am till 9.00pm.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Finland, is a Visa required? 
If you are a citizen of an EU country, Liechtenstein or 
Switzerland, you will not need a residence permit but you 
must register your right to reside in Finland if your stay 
lasts longer than three months. This can be done at the 
local police station in Finland soon after your arrival. The 
registration fee is €40. If you are a citizen of a country not 
mentioned above, you will have to apply for a residence 
permit at the nearest Finnish embassy, consulate or legation 
before arrival in Finland.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
This can be done any time before the expiration of 3 months. 

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?
Sandwich €3.00 - €5.00 
Cup of coffee €2.00 
Cinema Ticket €10.00 
Text Message Depends on operator

FINLAND
Suomi

… officially the Republic of Finland is a Nordic country situated in the Fennoscandian region of northern Europe. It is bordered 
by Sweden on the west, Russia on the east, and Norway on the north, while Estonia lies to its south across the Gulf of Finland. The 
capital city is Helsinki.
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How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
If you are entitled to a student flat the cost is around €300 - 
€400 per month. If you rent from the free market the cost is 
around €400 - €800. 
 
What are the services provided for free by the 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
He/she would be entitled for free medical assistance in a 
public hospital or clinic for emergency cases only. 

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
Our main public transport are buses and trains (in Helsinki 
also trams and metro) which operate almost 24 hours a day 
in the main cities. Public transport system is very good also 
between the cities. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
ISIC-International Student Card is accepted in many places 
as well as European Youth Card.  

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year: �  1 January
Twelfth Day:  � 6 January
Good Friday �
Easter Sunday �
Labour Day:  � 1 May
Ascension Day �
Midsummer: �  23 June
Independence Day: �  6 December
25-26 December: �  Christmas 

 
Events not to miss in Finland: 
Labour Day, this is a one big party for students. Also the 
Midsummer festivities in June are definitely not to be 
missed. 

Something which Finland is famous for: 
High technology, Northern light, nature with lots of clean 
lakes.

FINLAND
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Currency: Euro

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks are normally open Monday to Friday from 09:00am 
until 4:00pm (5:00pm at some branches). Some banks are 
open on Saturday mornings or all day on Saturday, in which 
case they are closed on Monday.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Usually from 9am or 10am and close between 7pm and 
8pm. Outside Paris, they often close between 1pm and 2pm. 
They are usually open from Tuesday to Saturday (except 
public holidays).

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in France? 
ATMs are open 24 hours a day and take several types of 
credit cards (Visa, Eurocard, etc).

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours: 
Usually from 9.00am or 10.00am and close between 7.00pm 
and 8pm. Outside Paris, they often close between 1pm and 
2.00pm. They are usually open from Tuesday to Saturday 
(except public holidays). In Paris, some are open late at 
night, some are even open 24 hours a day and on Mondays.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
France, is a visa required? 
If you are an EU citizen or you come from an EFTA country 
or an accession country you do not need a visa or resident 
permit.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
As an EU citizen, one does not have to do that.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €3.50  
Cup of coffee €2.50 
Cinema Ticket €9.00 
Text Message Approx. €0.20

How much is the rent per month for a small flat or studio 
apartment in the centre or next to Universities?  
Approximately €500 a month without charges.

What are the services provided for free by the 
government when a foreign youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
He/she would be entitled for free medical assistance in a 
public hospital. 

FRANCE
… officially the French Republic, is a member state of the European Union located in its western region, with several overseas 
territories and islands located on other continents. France is a unitary semi-presidential republic with its main ideals expressed in 
the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen.

République Française
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What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? 
Metro, bus, tram, depends on the city. Train is the public 
transport system between cities.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them?  
ISIC – International Student Card is recognised in France and 
can be used to get discounts from certain shops, on cinema 
tickets and entrance in museums. 

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 January
Epiphany: �  6 January (or 1st Sunday of the month)
Easter Sunday �
Easter Monday �
Labour �  Day: 1 May
Armistice Day:  � 8 May
Ascension Day: �  40 days after Easter

Bastille Day: �  14 July
Assumption Day: �  15 August
All Saints’ Day: �  1 November
World War I Armistice Day: �  11 November
Christmas Day:  � 25 December

 
Feasts or Festivals not to miss in France:

Music festival on June 21st. �
July 14th Celebrations � . 

 
Something which France is famous for: 
Wine, Eiffel Tower, Napoleon Bonaparte, French Revolution.

FRANCE
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Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken in Germany apart from the mother 
tongue: 
English

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Most banks are open Mondays to Fridays between 10:00am 
to 4:00pm some have additional service on Saturday 
morning.  

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Mondays to Fridays from 10:00am to 8:00pm some close for 
a lunch break between 12:30pm and 3:00pm. On weekends 
larger shops stay open until 8.00pm, smaller ones already 
close between 2:00pm and 6:00pm. 

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Germany? 
Most shops accept major credit cards. Often however, a 
minimum purchase of €10 is required. 

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours:  
Pharmacies are subject to the usual opening hour 
regulations. They are often closed on Wednesday afternoons. 
Outside opening hours, there is always a pharmacy which 
is open on an on-call basis during nights, on weekends or 
holidays. These will be listed on the regional newspapers 
and on each pharmacy-entrance you will find the address of 
the nearest open one in charge. 

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Germany, is a visa required? 
No visa required.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities?  
After three months.

You need to register according to the mandatory 
registration requirement? 
As a rule, all foreigners require visas for stays of more 
than three months or stays leading to the holder taking 
up gainful employment. Not subject to this requirement 

GERMANY
Deutschland

… officially the Federal Republic of Germany is a country in Central Europe. It is bordered to the north by the North Sea, 
Denmark, and the Baltic Sea; to the east by Poland and the Czech Republic; to the south by Austria and Switzerland; and to the 
west by France, Luxembourg, Belgium, and the Netherlands. The territory of Germany covers 357,021 square kilometres and 
is influenced by a temperate seasonal climate. With 82 million inhabitants, it accounts for the largest population among the 
member states of the European Union and is home to the third-largest number of international migrants worldwide.
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are citizens of the EU, the EEC countries and of Australia, 
Canada, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, the Republic of Korea, 
Switzerland and the United States of America, who may 
obtain any residence permit that may be required after 
entering Germany.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?
Sandwich €3.50 
Cup of coffee €2.50 - €3.50 
Cinema Ticket €5.00 - €10.00 
Text Message €0.10 - €0.30

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
A minimum of €200.

What are the services provided for free by the German 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
In general everybody has the right of “normal” healthcare 
like in your home country – the payment is directly 
managed by the insurance companies.

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
In many large cities there are subway systems or light rail 
services.  The public transport system does not usually  
operate usually during night time (1:00am - 5:00am).

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them?  
The International Student Identity Card (ISIC) in many 
German regions is recognised as an official I.D. card and 
some shops even offer discounts for holders of this card. 
There are also special discount cards for students to get 
discounts for public transport, cultural and sport events. 

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 January
Epiphany:  � 6 January (or 1st Sunday of the month)
Easter Sunday �
Easter Monday �
Labour Day:  � 1 May
Armistice Day:  � 8 May
Ascension Day:  � 40 days after Easter
Pentecost Monday:  � 51 days after Easter
Day of German Unity � : 3 October
Christmas:  � 24-26 December

 
In addition, there are some religious and other holidays that 
are only official public holidays in certain federal states or 
regions such as:

Corpus Christi �
Reformation Day �
All Saint’s Day �
Rose  � Monday

 
Events not to miss in Germany: 
The Carnival in Cologne; The Love parade in Berlin; The 
Oktoberfest in Munich.

Something which Germany is famous for: 
Goethe, Cars, Soccer, Handball, Beer, Beethoven, E = mc².

GERMANY
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Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken in Greece apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Mother tongue is Greek. Other languages spoken in Greece 
are English and, at a lesser extent, French and German.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
From Monday to Thursday 8:30am - 2:30pm and on Fridays 
8:30am - 1:30pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours:  
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday: 09:00am–3:00pm
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 09:00am–2:00pm and 5:00pm–
9:00pm.

Department stores and Malls close at 21:00pm during the 
week and at 6:00pm on Saturdays.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Greece? 
VISA, Master Card, JCB, Maestro, Cirrus, Diners Club, 
American Express, VISA Electron

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours: 
Pharmacies are open 07:00am-2:30pm Mondays and 

Wednesdays and 08:00am -2:00pm and 5:30pm-8:30pm 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  For emergency purposes, 
though, there is always a pharmacy open in each 
neighborhood.  One can learn which is open from a list 
displayed on the window of all pharmacies in the region as 
well as in the newspapers.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Greece, is a Visa required?  
All EU citizens travelling to Greece do not need a visa, 
provided that their passport is valid for the intended period 
of stay in Greece. If you plan to work or stay for any reason in 
Greece you will need a work and a residence permit. These 
permits can be obtained from Foreigners Divisions or Police 
and Security Departments handling foreigners’ issues of the 
Ministry of Public Order.

Visa is required only for third countries’ citizens.  In this case 
all visa applications must be made at the Greek Embassy or 
Consulate, in their country.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
This can be done any time before the expiration of 6 months. 

GREECE
Ελλάδα

… officially the Hellenic Republic, is a country in south-eastern Europe, situated on the southern end of the Balkan Peninsula. The 
country has borders with Albania, the Republic of Macedonia and Bulgaria to the north, and Turkey to the east. The Aegean Sea 
lies to the east and south of mainland Greece, while the Ionian Sea lies to the west. Both parts of the Eastern Mediterranean basin 
feature a vast number of islands, islets and rock islands.
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How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of coffee, 
cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich  €1.50 – €2.00 
Cup of coffee €2.50 - €4.00 
Cinema Ticket €7.00 - €9.00 
Text Message Depends on operator

How much is the rent per month for a small flat or studio 
apartment in the centre or next to Universities?  
€300 – €450.  

What are the services provided for free by your 
government when a foreign youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
Free medical service is offered in public hospitals or clinics 
for emergency cases only. 

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
Buses-trolleybuses: They operate from 5.00am – 11.00 or 
00.00pm. There are some lines that operate round the clock.

Metro: The Athens metro consists of three lines - covering a 
considerable part of the Attica region. Metro operates from 
05.30am to 00.15pm.

Tram: The tram network connects the centre of Athens 
(Syntagma Square ) with the southern (coastal) suburbs. 
Tram operates 5.10am – 11.58pm.  During weekends it 
operates round the clock.

Suburban Railway (Proastiakos): It connects the centre of 
Athens with “Eleftherios Venizelos”- Athens International 
Airport (with seven stops along the line); Athens with 
Corinth (city located 84 km west of Athens - with seven 
stops along the line) and Corinth with Athens International 
Airport (with eleven stops along the line).  It operates from 
06.00am to 8.00 or 9.00pm.

Airlines: The national carrier, Olympic Airlines, connects 
Athens to all airports within Greece. 

Hellenic Railways Organization (OSE): There are rail 
connections to many big Greek cities while there is no rail 
service on the Greek Islands.

Bus: Buses link Athens and all main towns in northern 
Greece and the Peloponnese. Service on the islands depends 
on island size.

Sea: It is cheap and easy to travel around the islands. There 
are ferry services on many routes, more frequent in summer. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
Euro<26 card and ISIC - International Student Identity Card. 

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 January
Epiphany:  � 6 January
Independence Day:  � 25th of March 
Lent Monday �
Good Friday �
Holy Saturday �
Easter Sunday �
Labour Day:  � 1 May
Holy Spirit Day �
Assumption Day:  � 15 August
National Holiday:  � 28 October
Christmas:  � 25 - 26 December

 
Feasts or Festivals not to miss in Greece:    
Easter Week, Folk Fairs for the Assumption Day on the 15th of 
August all over Greece. 

Something which Greece is famous for:  
Parthenon, the islands, sunny weather, lovely beaches and 
hospitable people.

GREECE
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Currency: Hungarian Forint 

Languages Spoken in Hungary apart from the mother 
tongue: 
English.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Monday to Friday 9.00am till 4.00pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Monday to Friday 9:00pm till 6:00pm (Food stores 7:00am 
till 8:00pm and Malls from 9:00am till 9:00pm) Saturdays 
9:00am till 1:00pm (Food stores 7:00 till 3:00pm and Malls all 
weekend from 9:00am till 5:00pm).

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Hungary? 
VISA, VISA Electron, Master Card, American Express.

Pharmacies Opening Hours and Closing Hours and 
Working Days:  
Weekdays: 8:00am till 8:00pm, Saturdays: 8:00am till 1:00pm.

Since January some medicines are available outside of 
pharmacies (Fuel stations etc.).

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month 
Hungary, is a Visa required? 
No.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities?  
3 months.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €1.00 
Cup of coffee €0.50 
Cinema Ticket €4.00 
Text Message Around €0.10
 
How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
From approximately €150 Euro per month.

What are the services provided for free by the 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre?  
You can find all the information here: http://www.oep.hu/
oepdok/fajlok/health_insurance.pdf

HUNGARY
Magyarország

… officially the Republic of Hungary, literally Magyar (Hungarian) Republic, is a landlocked country in the Carpathian Basin of 
Central Europe, bordered by Austria, Slovakia, Ukraine, Romania, Serbia, Croatia, and Slovenia. Its capital is Budapest. Hungary 
is a member of OECD, NATO, EU, V4 and is a Schengen state. The official language is Hungarian, which is part of the Finno-Ugric 
family, thus one of the four official languages of the European Union that are not of Indo-European origin.
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What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
The main means of transport in the cities are buses, metro 
and trams which operate from 4:30am till 11:00pm; these are 
then replaced by nightlines that operate till the morning. For 
transportation between cities one can use trains which have 
scheduled trips. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them?  
In Budapest there is the Budapest card which can be used 
for free transportation inside Budapest and you can have 
discounts in restaurants, museums and sightseeing tours. 
The card could be purchased from hotels and tourist offices. 
International Youth Hostel Card, Euro<26, ISIC Card…

 

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 January
National Day � : 15 March
Easter Sunday �
Labour Day:  � 1 May
Whit Monday:  � 51 days after Easter 
Saint Stephen Day � : 20 August
National Day � : 23 October
All Saints’ Day:  � 1 November
Christmas: 25 -  � 26 December 

 
Events not to miss in Hungary: 
There are a lot. Check for details: www.hungary.com

Something which Hungary is famous for: 
Paprika, Bathhouses and Thermal Waters, Central Europe’s 
biggest lake “Balaton”.

HUNGARY
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Currency: Icelandic krona

Languages spoken in Iceland apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Only Icelandic (most people can speak English).

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
9.00am – 4.00pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
9.00am – 6.00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Iceland? 
Visa, Mastercard, American Express, Visa Electron. 

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours: 
9.00am – 6.00pm (some pharmacies are open 24 hours).

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Iceland, is a Visa required? 
No.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
3 months.

How much does a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €0.82 
Cup of coffee €1.65 
Cinema Ticket €4.90 
Text Message €0.06

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
€ 546.

What are the services provided for free by your 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
No service is provided for free, you need to pay minimum 
amount as an Icelandic citizen.

ICELAND
Lýðveldið Ísland

… is a European island country located in the North Atlantic Ocean. It has a population of about 320,000 and a total area 
of 103,000 km². Its capital and largest city is Reykjavík, whose surrounding area is home to some two-thirds of the national 
population. Located on the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, Iceland is volcanically and geologically active on a large scale; this defines the 
landscape. The interior mainly consists of a plateau characterised by sand fields, mountains and glaciers, while many big glacial 
rivers flow to the sea through the lowlands. Warmed by the Gulf Stream, Iceland has a temperate climate relative to its latitude 
and provides a habitable environment and nature.
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What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
Buses 6:30am – 12.00am.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
None.

When are there Public Holidays? 
New Year:  � 1 January
Maundy Thursday �  (Thursday before Easter)
Good Friday �
Easter Sunday �
Labour Day: �  1 May
Ascension Day: �  40th Day after Easter
Whit Monday: �  8th Monday after Easter
National Day: �  17 June
Christmas: �  24 (from 1.00pm) - 26 December
New Year’s Eve: �  31 December (from 1.00pm)

Events not to miss in Iceland:  
Iceland Airwaves music festival. 
 
Something which Iceland is famous for: 
Horses.

Useful internet website links about Iceland:  
www.icelandnaturally.com, www.iceland.is

ICELAND
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Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken in Ireland apart from the mother 
tongue: 
English.

Banks Opening Hours and Closing Hours and Working 
Days:  
Monday-Friday 10.00am-4.00pm.

Shops Opening Hours and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
Monday-Saturday 9.00am - 6.00pm (some shops in the city 
open late Thursday and Friday until 9.00pm).

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Ireland? 
Most credit cards are accepted including Cirrus, LINK, 
Maestro, American Express, and Visa.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours: 
9.00am - 6.00pm Monday – Saturday (other pharmacies are 
open Sundays, these vary in different localities.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Ireland, is a visa required?  
A visa is required for a stay of more than three months in 
Ireland. Right of residence for more than three months  
In Ireland the right of residence of EU citizens remains 
subject to conditions. They must be either: 

1. Engaged in economic activity (employed or self   
 employed); or  
2.  With sufficient resources and sickness insurance to   
 ensure that they do not become a burden on the   
 social services of the host Member State; or enrolled as 
3.  a student or vocational trainee; or  
4.  A family member of a Union citizen in one of the   
 above categories.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich  €3.50 
Cup of coffee €1.50 - €2.00 
Cinema Ticket Mon-Fri €7.00 
Text Message Fri-Sat €9.00 (Depends on operator)

IRELAND
Éire

… is the third-largest island in Europe and the twentieth-largest island in the world.[2] It lies to the north-west of continental 
Europe and is surrounded by hundreds of islands and islets. To the east of Ireland, separated by the Irish Sea, is the island of Great 
Britain. The sovereign state of Ireland (official name Ireland, description “Republic of Ireland”) covers five-sixths of the island, with 
Northern Ireland (part of the United Kingdom) covering the remaining one-sixth of the island, located in the northeast.
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How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
Apartments: 1 bed roomed €520 per month, 2 bed roomed 
€650 per month, 3 bed roomed €720 per month. Those very 
near to the universities may be even more expensive due 
to the high demand. However, sharing a house with other 
students may be an alternative.   

What are the services provided for free by the Irish 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre?  
Contact any general practitioner (GP) who is contracted to 
the Primary Care Reimbursement Services (PCRS) scheme. 
More than 2,000 doctors, representing the majority of GPs 
in Ireland, are contracted to the scheme. You can get details 
of PCRS doctors in your area from the local Health Office in 
Ireland.

Prescription medicines must be dispensed by a GP in 
the public system (PCRS doctor) who will use a special 
prescription form to indicate to the pharmacist that the 
medicine is to be provided free of charge.

Emergency dental treatment for the relief of pain and urgent 
denture repairs are available to those eligible under EU 
regulations from a dentist contracted to the Local Health 
Office.

Treatment by consultants is provided free of charge in the 
public system to those eligible under EU regulations.

Certain aural or optical services are available free of charge 
to those eligible under EU regulations.

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
Dublin has the LUAS - a light rail system, also the DART, as 
well as buses and the national train system. Other cities 

main transport is by local bus services of which there are a 
few.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
One can apply for a student travel card (if you are a student!) 
Colleges and universities have details of these. The ISIC card 
offers a student or a youth card for which there are a variety 
of discounts and offers available including some shops, 
restaurants and travel (details on line at www.isic.org).

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 January
St Patrick’s Day: �  17 March
Easter  � Sunday
Easter Monday �
May Day: �  1st Monday in May
4 �  June
1st Monday in August: �  30 October
Christmas Day: �  25 December
St Stephen’s Day: �  26 December

 
Events not to miss in Ireland: 

Saint Patricks Day celebrations March 17th throughout  �
Ireland
The  � Galway Races lasts for one week at the start of 
August.
The Galway Arts Festival runs for two weeks from  � mid-
July to early August.
Various music festivals are on  � in August and September 
throughout the country.

 
Something which Ireland is famous for: 
St. Patricks Day March 17th, Tourism, traditional crafts, 
countryside and scenary, sports- hurling is the fastest field 
sport in the world, arts and music (U2 and Rory Gallagher 
are Irish!)  the Irish are known for their hospitality.

IRELAND
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Currency: New Israeli Shekel 

Languages Spoken in Israel apart from the mother 
tongue:  
One can find over 100 languages in Israel.  However people 
speak mainly Hebrew, Arabic, Russian, Amharic and English.  

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks are open from Sunday to Thursday between 8:00am 
and 1:00pm.  

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Between Sunday and Thursday shops are open from 8:00am 
to 7:00pm.  On Friday opening hours are between 8:00am 
and 3:00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Israel?  
Any credit card is accepted.

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours: 
Pharmacies in Israel are open between Sunday and Thursday 
from 8:00am to 7:00pm.  In Friday pharmacies open between 
8:00am and 3:00pm.

Visa requirement for Israel:  
VISA is required for anybody who is not an EU citizen.

How much does a cup of coffee cost?  
11 shekels (€1.93029) 

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
In Tel Aviv it would cost 2500 to 3000 Shekels (€500-600). 

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
The main means of transport are buses which operate 
between Sunday and Thursday from 6:00am to 12:00am and 
Friday between 6:00am and 2:00pm.  

When are the Public Holidays?
Rosh �  Hashanah (New Year): Tishrei 1-2 (between 
September 5 & October 5)
Pesac � h (Passover): Nisan 15(between March 26 &      
April 25)
Yom �  Kippur (Day of Atonement): Tishrei 10 (between 
September 14 & October 14)

ISRAEL
ִיְשָׂרֵאל  | إِْسَرائِيُل

… officially the State of Israel, is a country in Western Asia located on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea. It borders 
Lebanon in the north, Syria in the northeast, Jordan in the east, and Egypt on the southwest, and contains geographically diverse 
features within its relatively small area. Also adjacent are the West Bank to the east and Gaza Strip to the southwest. Israel is the 
world’s only predominantly Jewish state with a population of about 7.5 million people, of whom approximately 5.62 million are 
Jewish. The largest ethnic minority group is the segment denominated as Arab citizens of Israel, while minority religious groups 
include Muslims, Christians, Druze, Samaritans and others, most of which are found within the Arab segment.
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Shvi’i shel Pesac � h (Seventh day of Passover): Nisan 21 
between 1 April & 1 May
Sukko � t (Feast of Tabernacles): Tishrei 15 (between 19 
September & 19 October)
Yom Ha-Atzmau � t (Independence Day): Iyar 5 (between 
15 April & 15 May)
Simchat Tora � h/Shemini Atzeret (Assembly of the 
Eighth Day): Tishrei 22 (between 26 September & 26 
October
Shavuo � t (Pentecost):  Sivan 6 (between 15 May & 14 
June)

 
Events not to miss in Israel:  

Purim – •	 Costumes festival 
Yom Ha’atmayut – •	 Independence day 
Lag Ba’omer – •	 Day when kids light bonfires across the 
country
Gay Pride Parade in Tel Aviv•	

 
Something for which Israel is famous for: 
Masada, Nazareth, Jerusalem, Dead Sea.

ISRAEL
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Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken in Italy apart from the mother tongue: 
English and French

Banks Opening Hours and Closing Hours: 
Depends on the Bank but generally they open from 
Monday to Friday from 8:30am till 1:30pm and from  
2.45pm till 4:15pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
The shops open generally from Monday to Saturday 
(excluding some supermarkets who are open even on 
Sunday) from 9:00am till 8:00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Italy? 
VISA, Master Card, VISA Electron.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours:  
The pharmacies have a weekly roaster and are open 7 days a 
week from 8:00am till 1:30pm from 5:00pm till 8:00pm.  

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Italy, is a visa required? 
No visa required. 

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Sandwich  €2.50 
Cup of coffee €0.90 
Cinema Ticket €6.00 
Text Message €0.15 - €0.25

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
The prices vary according to the city. In general, rents are 
higher in the centre and start from a minimum of €250 - 
€300 for a single room while a studio flat will cost from €350 
to a maximum of €500.

What are the services provided for free by the Italian 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
With health insurance card one can receive free medical 
assistance. 

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
In the main cities buses are the main means of transport 
and operate from 5:00 till about 10:00. During the night 
one can get a taxi which operates 24hrs a day. For transport 
between cities one can get either a coach or a train which 
have schedule trips.  

ITALY Italia
… is a country located partly on the European Continent and partly on the Italian Peninsula in Southern Europe and on the two 
largest islands in the Mediterranean Sea, Sicily and Sardinia. Italy shares its northern, Alpine boundary with France, Switzerland, 
Austria and Slovenia. The independent states of San Marino and the Vatican City are enclaves within the Italian Peninsula, and 
Campione d’Italia is an Italian exclave in Switzerland.
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Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
Euro<26 which provides discounts on ones travel, studies 
and entertainment and in shops. In Rome you can also get 
hold of the go.card which gives a lot of advantages to youths 
in cultural offers, sports, and on ways of entertainment. 
This could be acquired from authorised vendors. Even the 
state trains offer discounts and reductions on trains on the 
acquisition of their card.   

When are your Public Holidays?
New Year:  � 1 January
Epiphany:  � 6 January
Easter Sunday �
Liberation Day:  � 25 April
Workers Day � : 1 May
Republic Day:  � 2 June
Ferragosto:  � 15 August
All Saints �  Day: 1 November
Immaculate Conception:  � 8 December
Christmas Day:  � 25 December
St Stephan’s Day:  � 26 December 

 

Events not to miss in Italy:    
Umbria Jazz- Perugia- during the month of July  
Arezzo Wave- Arezzo- during the month of July   
Heineken Jammin’ Festival - Imola - during the month of 
June http://www.heineken.it/hjf/indexFlash.html

Something which Italy is famous for: 
Art, food and wine.

ITALY
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Currency: Jordanian Diner 

Languages Spoken in Israel apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Arabic and English.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks are open from Sunday to Thursday between 8:00am 
and 3:00pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
The Mall opens between Sunday and Thursday from 10:00 
am to 10:00pm.  Other shops open between 9:00am and 
10:00pm and even 11:00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Jordan?  
Visa, Master card, American Express, Mestro, National 
express.

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours: 
There are pharmacies which are open 24 hours daily.  Others 
are open between 9:00am and 10:00pm.

Visa requirement for Israel:  
This depends on the country of provenance (Please check 
with Foreign Affairs officials in your country).  

How much does a cup of coffee and  a text message cost? 
Cup of coffee €1.5 -  €4 
Text Message Local -  € 0.04  
  International -  € 0.06 

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
It would be between €150 and € 300.

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
Buses and Public cars operate between 5am and 12pm.  
Taxis are available 24 hours.

When are the Public Holidays? 
Holidays in Jordan can hardly be described as having a fixed 
date. It is common for the government to change the day to 
another to prolong weekend.

JORDAN
األردّن

… officially the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, is a country in Western Asia spanning the southern part of the Syrian Desert down 
to the Gulf of Aqaba. Jordan shares borders with Syria to the north, Iraq to the northeast, Saudi Arabia to the east and south, 
the Gulf of Aqaba to the southwest, and Palestine and Israel to the west. It shares control of the Dead Sea with Israel. Much of 
Jordan is covered by desert, particularly the Arabian Desert. However, the north-western area of Jordan, with the Jordan River, 
is regarded as part of the Ancient Fertile Crescent. The capital city of Amman is in the north-western part of the country, not far 
from the Jordan River.
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Ras Assanah  � al-Miladi (New Year): 1 January
Eid al-Fit � r (the Little Feast): 1 Shawwal
Eid el-Ommal ( � Labour Day): 1 May
Ras Assanah Al Hijr � i (Hijri New Year): 1 Muharram
Eid al-Istiklaal ( � Independence Day): 25 May
Mawlid al-Nab � i (Muhammad›s birthday): 
12 Rabi’ al-awwal
Eid Al Milad Al Majee � d, Al Eid Il Sagheer
( � Christmas Day): 25 December 
 

Something for which Jordan is famous for:
Petra �
Dead  � Sea
Aqaba �
Jordan is famous for Mounsf (It consists of  � meat, hard 
curds Municipal Karaki) 

Useful internet website links about Jordan: 
The official site of the Jordanian e-Government 
www.jordan.gov.jo

Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities 
www.tourism.jo

wikipedia encyclopaedia  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan

JORDAN
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Currency: Latvian Lats (Ls)

Languages Spoken in Latvia apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Russian. You can communicate in English as well.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Monday to Friday from 9:00am till 5:00pm. 

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Shops are open Monday to Sunday. Most of supermarkets 
begin work at 8:00am and finish at 10:00pm; other shops 
begin at 10:00am and finish at 10:00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Latvia? (even 
Visa electron?) 
VISA, Master Card, Visa Electron.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: From Monday to Sunday from 9:00am till 7:00pm. 
On Sundays some of them closed or finish earlier. There are 
some which work 24/7, usually in the centre of big towns.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Latvia, is a Visa required? 
If your stay in Latvia is longer than 90 days within 6 months, 
you need to obtain a residence permit. You can apply for it 
at the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs. You will 
be required to have an invitation. If you are going to be 
employed, you will be required to provide a copy of your 
employment agreement for a residence permit. For more 
information: http://www.ocma.gov.lv/?_p=17&menu__id=12 

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
This has to be done only if you plan to stay longer than 90 
days. 

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Sandwich € 1.42  
Cup of coffee € 0.70 
Cinema Ticket € 5.00 
Text Message Approximately € 0.11 
  (for a Maltese number)  

LATVIA
Latvija

… officially the Republic of Latvia is a country in the Baltic region of Northern Europe. It is bordered to the north by Estonia (343 
km), to the south by Lithuania (588 km), to the east by the Russian Federation (276 km), and to the southeast by Belarus (141 
km). Across the Baltic Sea to the west lies Sweden. The territory of Latvia covers 64,589 km2 (24,938 sq mi) and it has a temperate 
seasonal climate.
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Find more here: http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/
activities/roaming/index_en.htm 

How much is the rent per month for a small flat or studio 
apartment in the centre or next to Universities? 
For Riga (the capital city) rent is approximately €220 a month 
and €170 at the university campus. For regional cities with 
universities rent is approximately €100, but it depends on 
the city.

What are the services provided for free by the 
government when a foreign youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
He/she would be entitled for free medical assistance in a 
public hospital or clinic for emergency cases only. 

What is your the Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
Main public transport for intercity travels is buses which 
operate from approx. 5:30am till 11:00pm. For major cities 
it is buses, trams, trolleybuses. They operate from 5:00am 
till 12:00pm after that you have to take either taxi, either 
taxibus. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
ISIC – International Student Card is recognised in Latvia 
and can be used to get discounts from certain shops, on 
cinema tickets and entrance in museums. The same applies 
to Euro26 card.

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year’s Day:  � 1 January
Labour Day: �  1 May
Declaration of Independence of the Republic of  �
Latvia: 4 May
Midsummer day (Līgo):  � 23 & 24 June
Easter �
Proclamation of the Republic of Latvia �
Christmas: �  25 & 26 December

 
Events not to miss in Latvia: 
Midsummer Day – traditional festival, one of the most 
important festivals in Latvian culture.

Something which Latvia country is famous for: 
Riga – the World Heritage site. One of the biggest collections 
of Art Nouveau buildings can be found there.

LATVIA
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Currency: LBP (Lebanese Pound) and USD (United States 
Dollars).

Languages Spoken in Lebanon apart from the mother 
tongue:  
English and French.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks are open between 8:00am and 2:00 pm from Monday 
to Friday. On Saturday, working hours are from 8:00am to 
1:00pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
From Monday to Friday shops open at 08:00 and some 
remain open until 12:00am.  On Saturday, opening hours are 
between 09:00am and 01:00pm. 

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Lebanon? 
All credit cards are accepted even visa electron.

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours:  
In Lebanon there are pharmacies which are open all day 

through the whole week.  Others are open from Monday to 
Saturday between 8:00am and 8:00pm.

Visa requirement for Jordan:  
VISA is a requirement for entry to Jordan.  Usually you would 
need a copy of your passport, an invitation, two passport 
photos and a fee of about $50 (€34).  (Please check with 
Foreign Affairs officials in your country).  

How much does a cup of coffee cost? 
Between $1 (€0.67) and/or  $3 (€2)

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
It would be around $300 (€199).

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
In cities, taxies are available through the week during the 
whole day.  

LEBANON
  ُلْبَنان

… officially the Republic of Lebanon, is a country in Western Asia, on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea. It is bordered 
by Syria to the north and east and Israel to the south. Lebanon’s location at the crossroads of the Mediterranean Basin and the 
Arabian hinterland has dictated its rich, sometimes violent history, and shaped its unique cultural identity of religious and ethnic 
diversity.
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When are the Public Holidays?
Le Nouvel An,   �  1 January :(New Year) رأس السنة
Noël arménien, �  Armenian) عيد امليالد - األرمن األرثودكس 
Christmas): January 6
Le Nouvel an Islamique, �  Islamic New)  رأس السنة الهجرية 
Year):  1 Muharram
La Fête de Saint-Maron, �  :(St. Maroun Day) عيد مارون 
February 9
La Fête de l’Achoura, �  10 :(Day of Ashura) ذكرى عاشوراء 
Muharram
Vendredi saint, � varies :(Good Friday) جمعة اآلالم 
Le Mawlid, � Rabi’ al-awwal مولد النبي :12 
Pâques, � varies :(Easter Sunday) الفصح اجمليد 
L’Aïd el-Fitr, � Shawwal عيد الفطر :1 
L’Assomption de Marie, �  Feast of the) عيد إنتقال العذراء 
Assumption): August 15
L’Aïd el-Kebir, � Dhu al-Hijjah عيد األضحى :10 
Toussaint, � November 1 :(All Saints’ Day) عيد جميع القديسني 
La Fête Nationale, �  :(Independence Day) عيد اإلستقالل  
November 22
Noël, � December 25 :(Christmas) عيد امليالد 

Something for which Lebanon is famous for: 
Summer events in villages like in Chouf, Baalbeck, Ihden and 
Mizyara.

 
Historic monuments and museums: 
Byblos, Saida, Tyr, Cedars Chouf, Jiata Grotto, Baalbeck.

Useful internet website links about Lebanon: 
www.lebanontourist.com 
www.lebanon-tourism.gov.lb

LEBANON
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Currency: Swiss Franc which can be changed at any bank in 
Liechtenstein or in most countries. However, in most shops 
you can also pay in Euro, but you will get Swiss Francs in 
return.

Languages Spoken in Liechtenstein apart from the 
mother tongue: 
Mother tongue: German dialect, but all people also speak 
German. English is also very widely spoken as well as French. 
Lots of people also speak Italian or Spanish.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Depends on the Bank but they are usually all open From 
Monday to Friday from 8:00am to 12:00pm and 1:30pm to 
4:30pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
The Majority of them are open from Monday to Friday from 
8:30am till 12:00am and from 13.30pm to 6:30 pm. However, 
some shops don’t close for lunch break. On Saturday, most 

shops are open from 8:30am to 4:00pm and on Sunday only 
some shops (mostly food shops) are open from 11:00am to 
5:00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Liechtenstein? 
(even Visa electron?) VISA, Master Card, Maestro Card, 
American Express, etc. It is different for each shop, restaurant 
or ATM machine.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: Same opening hours like shops, however, some have 
additional opening hours for emergencies and are listed in 
the newspaper.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Liechtenstein, is a Visa required? 
If you are an EU citizen or you come from an EFTA country or 
an accession country you do not need a Visa but a residents 
permit if you are staying for over 3 months. However, 
resident permits are very limited, as it is possible to stay in 

LIECHTENSTEIN
Fürstentum Liechtenstein

… is the smallest German-speaking country in the world, and the only alpine country to lie entirely within the Alps. It is also the 
only German-speaking country not to share a common frontier with Germany. It is a constitutional monarchy divided into 11 
municipalities. Much of Liechtenstein’s terrain is mountainous, making it a winter sports destination. Many cultivated fields and 
small farms characterize its landscape both in the north (Unterland, lower land) and in the south (Oberland, upper land). The 
country has a strong financial sector located in the capital, Vaduz, and has been identified as a tax haven. It is a member of the 
European Free Trade Association. Liechtenstein is not part of the European Union.

The Principality of Liechtenstein is a doubly landlocked alpine microstate in Western Europe, bordered by Switzerland to the west 
and south and by Austria to the east. Its area is just over 160 km² (about 61.7 square miles) and it has an estimated population of 
35,000. Its capital city is Vaduz while the biggest town is Schaan.
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the surrounding EU countries (e.g. Austria) and travel to 
Liechtenstein for work. Information about getting a resident 
permit is available on the following website: http://www.llv.
li/amtsstellen/llv-apa-summary__in_english_.htm

In how many days after entering Liechtenstein, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
This can be done any time before the expiration of 3 months. 

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich € 3.00 - 5.00 
Cup of coffee € 2.00 
Cinema Ticket € 11.00 
Text Message € 0.14

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
1-bedroom apartments and studios cost around 500 Euro 
per month including the costs of heating, water, etc. Shared 
apartments might be cheaper.

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
He would be entitled for free medical assistance in a public 
hospital or clinic for emergency cases only. 

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
The main public transport is buses which operate from 
5:00am till 12:00pm. After that hour you have to get a taxi. 
To go to bigger cities in Austria, Switzerland or Germany you 
can also take the train.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
You can get discounts with the Euro26-card, but some 
places also accept a student card with picture of your local 
university. Also the ISIC student card is widely accepted.

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year’s Day: �  1 January
Epiphany: �  6 January
Candlemas: �  2 February
Saint Joseph: �  19 March
Easter: �  8/9 April
Whit Monday: �  27/28 May
Corpus Christi: �  7 June
State Holiday Liechtenstein: �  15 August
Mary’s birth: �  8 September
All Saints: �  1 November
Immaculate Conception: �  8 December
Christmas: �  25 & 26 December

 
Events not to miss in Liechtenstein: 
 The National Holiday on 15th August which is celebrated in 
the morning at the castle together with the principal family 
and in the afternoon with a big party in the capital, which 
ends with a big firework.

Something which Liechtenstein is famous for: 
Liechtenstein is famous for the great nature with lots of 
surrounding mountains nearby, possibilities of hiking trips in 
the summer and skiing in the winter. The country is close to 
other countries like Switzerland, Austria or Germany which 
can be reached within minutes. And of course it is famous 
for being a small monarchy.

LIECHTENSTEIN
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Currency: Lithuanian litas

Languages Spoken in Lithuania apart from the mother 
tongue: 
English, Russian, Polish (mainly in Vilnius district), German 
(mainly in Klaipėda district).

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
It depends on the bank and the place where it is situated – 
for example, the bank branches located in the supermarkets 
tend to stay open longer than those throughout the city 
centre. You are sure to find one open from 9.00am to 5.00pm 
on a weekday, some work on Saturdays (between 9.00am-
4.00pm). Usually you can find out the banks’ working 
hours by visiting their websites. You will find them on 
the following: http://www.worldwide-tax.com/lithuania/
litinvestbanks.asp

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
8.00am till 10.00pm is the most common time you will find 
a shop open on any day of the week. In the bigger cities the 
supermarkets are open until midnight.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Lithuania?  
VISA, Master Card, Visa Electron, Maestro. You can also pay 
with American Express, but this is accepted more rarely.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
Usually 8.00am to 8.00pm on weekdays and 9.00am to 
3.00pm on Saturdays (some also on Sundays). But if a 
pharmacy is located inside a supermarket it is open when 
the supermarket is. There are also pharmacies which are 
open all night (in Lithuanian they’re called ‘Budinti vaistinė’).

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Lithuania, is a Visa required? 
A visa is not needed but in this case you would need a 
residence permit. Please read more about it here: http://
www.euroguidance.lt/index.php?language=en&page=129

In how many days after entering Lithuania, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
This can be done any time before the expiration of 3 months. 

LITHUANIA
Lietuva

… officially the Republic of Lithuania, is a country in Northern Europe, the southernmost of the three Baltic States. Situated along 
the south-eastern shore of the Baltic Sea, it shares borders with Latvia to the north, Belarus to the southeast, Poland, and the 
Russian exclave of Kaliningrad to the southwest. Lithuania is a member of NATO, the Council of Europe, and the European Union. 
Lithuania became a full member of the Schengen Agreement on 21 December 2007. Its population is 3.6 million. Its capital and 
the largest city is Vilnius. In 2009, Vilnius is the European Capital of Culture and Lithuania celebrates the millennium of its name.
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How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich 4 litas (€1.16) 
Cup of coffee 5 litas (€1.45)
Cinema Ticket 15 litas (€4.35) 
Text Message 15 litas (€0.10)

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
That depends on where the university is located – if it’s the 
city centre or the Old Town, prices are higher, so students 
usually choose a more distant location, which is cheaper. 
As far as Vilnius is concerned, you will be able to find 
accommodation with prices starting at 800 litas (€231) per 
month, in the Old Town 600 litas (€174) per month, in the 
city centre and about 300 litas (€87) per month in the other 
districts. You should expect similar prices if you would like to 
rent a small studio.

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
It entitles you to receive medical assistance in a public 
hospital or clinic for emergency cases only. 

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
The main public transport in cities is buses and minibuses. 
The two biggest cities; Vilnius and Kaunas also have 
trolleybuses. 

The operating hours depend on the city, but usually it is 
5.00am till 11.00pm. In Vilnius public transport operates 
24/7, because there are special night bus lines. The main 
means of transport for travel between the cities are buses 
and trains (especially between Vilnius and Kaunas). Again, it 
depends on the city, the bigger it is, the more connections 
there are. For connections between bigger cities it’s usually 
6.00am to 10.00pm.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
ISIC and Euro<26. For available discounts take a look at 
http://www.euro26.lt/?cat=0&pid=7 and http://www.
isic.org/sisp/index.htm?fx=isic.discounts.country&card.
type=ISIC&country.code=LT. Also, a list of discounts in 
English is available on http://www.isic.lt/

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year’s Day: 1 January
Independence  � Day: Day of Restoration of the State of 
Lithuania (1918): 16 February
Day of the Restoration of the Independence of �
Lithuania (1990): 11 March
Labour Day: �  1 May
Mothers Day: �  6 May
Midsummer Festival: �  24 June
Day of Statehood Coronation of Mindaugas, King of �
Lithuania (1253): 6 July 
Day of Assumption of �  the Blessed Virgin Mary: 
15 August
Easter All Saints’ Day � : 1 November
Christmas: �  25 & 26 December

Events not to miss in Lithuania: 
The events of the Midsummer Festival, the Kaunas Jazz and 
Vilnius Jazz festivals, Klaipėda Sea Festival.

Something which Lithuania is famous for: 
Beer, amber, basketball. 

LITHUANIA
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Currency: Euro 

Languages Spoken in Luxemburg apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Luxembourgish, French, German are the three official 
languages. Most of the people are speaking English. 
Portuguese and Italian also (communities living in 
Luxembourg) More information can be found on: 
http://www.eu2005.lu/en/savoir_lux/societe_tradition/
luxembourgeois/index.php

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
From Monday to Friday from 8.30am till 4.30pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
from Monday to Saturday from 9.00am till 6.00pm 
(commercial centres close at 8.00pm during the week and at 
6.00pm on Saturdays).

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Luxemburg? 
(even Visa electron?) 
VISA, Master Card, Visa Electron.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
From Monday to Friday, from 9:00am till 6.00pm. On 
Saturdays and Sundays, only some of them are open. 

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month 
in Luxembourg, is a Visa required? Citizens of Malta enjoy 
full freedom of movement .They don’t need a visa but if 
they stay more than 3 months the have to ask for a residents 
permit.

In how many days after entering Luxemburg, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
This can be done any time before the expiration of 3 months. 

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Sandwich  €2.50 
Cup of coffee €1.80 
Cinema Ticket €7.50 
Text Message €0.10

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
Approximately €600.

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
He would be entitled for free medical assistance in a public 
hospital or clinic.

LUXEMBOURG
Lëtzebuerg

… officially the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, is a small, landlocked country in Western Europe, bordered by Belgium, France, and 
Germany. Luxembourg has a population of fewer than half a million people in an area of approximately 2,586 square kilometres 
(999 sq mi). 
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What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
Our main public transport is buses and trains. Buses and 
trains (depending from the destination) are operating from 
5:30am till 12.00pm. On Fridays and Saturdays night buses 
are operating from midnight till 3.00am (and for free).
 
Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
ISIC - International Student Identity Card and Euro<26 card. 
With the last one, they have reduction to cinemas, shops. 
Athletic centres, swimming pools etc.

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year’s Day �
Assumption �
Easter Monday �
All Saint’s Day �
Labour Day �
Ascension Day  � (40 days after Easter always on 
Thursday)
Christmas Eve �
Christmas Day �
Boxing Day �
Whit Monday �
National Holiday: �  23 June 

Events not to miss in Luxembourg:  
National day on 23rd of June.

Something which Luxembourg is famous for: 
For its size! You could go from one end of the country to the 
other in one day (50km at its widest point, and 80km from 
top to bottom) and for being one of the wealthiest nations 
in the world.

LUXEMBOURG
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MACEDONIA
Македонија | Republika Makedonija

Currency: Denar (€1.00 ≈ MKD 61) 

Languages spoken in Macedonia apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Macedonian language is the official language. Albanian is 
spoken by 20% of the population and is considered as the 
second official language. 

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Monday to Friday 8.00pm – 6.00pm, 
Saturdays 8.00am – 1.00pm. 

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Monday to Saturday from 8,00am – 9.00pm and Sundays 
from 8.00 – 12.00pm. Some of them are even open 24/7.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Macedonia? 
Visa, Master Card, Diners Club, American Express, etc.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
Monday to Sunday from 8.00am – 8.00pm. Some of them are 
even open 24/7. 

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Macedonia, is a Visa required? 
Yes.

In how many days after entering Macedonia, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
In 15 days. 

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of coffee, 
cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Sandwich  70 MKD 
Cup of coffee 60 MKD 
Cinema Ticket 150 MKD 
Text Message 5 MKD

… officially the Republic of Macedonia, is a landlocked country located in the Vardar Macedonia region in the central 
Balkan peninsula in South-eastern Europe. It is one of the successor states of the former Yugoslavia, from which it declared 
independence in 1991. It became a member of the United Nations in 1993, but as a result of a dispute with Greece over its 
name, it was admitted under the provisional reference of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, sometimes abbreviated as 
FYROM. A landlocked country, the Republic of Macedonia is bordered by Kosovo to the northwest, Serbia to the north, Bulgaria 
to the east, Greece to the south and Albania to the west. The country›s capital is Skopje, with 506,926 inhabitants according to a 
2004 census.
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How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
Approximately €70 - €200.

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
European Health Insurance Card is not used in Republic of 
Macedonia.

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
Buses are the main public transport in main cities and 
between cities. Operating hours are 24/7. At night, the bus 
transport is less frequent.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them?  
Discount Cards available for students are “International 
Students Card” and “Euro<26”. They can be used in some 
pubs, restaurants, shopping centres, shops etc

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year’s Day �  – 1 January
Christmas Eve  � – 6 January
Christmas �  – 7 January
Baptism of Jesus �  – 19 January
St Sava, day of Serbian community �  – 27 January
Good Friday �
Easter Sunday �
Easter Monday �
Internationl Day of Romans �  – 8 April
Labour Day �  – 1 May
Saints Cyril and Methodius Day �  – 24 May
Day of the Republic �  – 2 August
Assumption of Mary �  – 28 August
Independence Day �  – 8 September

International Day of Bosnians �  – 28 September
Revolution Day �  – 11 October
Macedonian Revolutionary Struggle Day �  – 23 October
All Saints Day �  – 1 November
Day of Albanian Alphabet �  – 22 November
St Kliment Ohridski �  – 8 December
Eid ul-Fitr �
Kurban bajram �
Pentecost �
Yom Kipur �

 
Events not to miss in Macedonia:

January: Vevchani carnival – Struga;  �
February: Stumichki carnival – Strumica �
April: 1 April – Skopje city Mask ‘n’ ball; Skopje Film �
Festival - Skopje �
May: May opera evenings – Skopje �
June: BASKER fest – Skopje �
July: Ohrid Summer Festival – Ohrid Lake; �
Galicnik weeding day – Galicnik Mountain  �
August: Strugan Poetry evenings – Struga �
September: Wine fest - Kavadarci  �
October: Jazz Festival – Skopje; International Film �
Camera Festival – Manaki Brothers - Bitola �
November: Autumn Music Ceremonies – Skopje �
December: Taksirat Rock Music Festival - Skopje �

 
Something which Macedonia is famous for:  
Macedonia is considered as the cradle of the Slavic culture 
and Cyrillic script. St. Clement of Ohrid developed the 
Glagolica alphabet, the masterpiece of his teachers Sts Cyril 
and Methodius and named it “Cyrillic” in his honour.

The oldest lake in Europe and the deepest in Balkan 
peninsula, the Ohrid Lake is 4 million years old and has more 
than 200 endemic species. In Macedonia exist 2 tectonic, 25 
glacial and 15 artificial lakes.

MACEDONIA
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Ohrid, which is also known as the European Jerusalem, is the 
cultural centre of Macedonia, the city of Slavic civilization 
and Cyrillic script, which used to have 365 churches, one for 
each day of the year.

According to NASA, Kokino is 4th on the list of the oldest 
megalithic observatories in the whole world, right after Abu 
–Simbel – Egypt, Stonehenge – Great Britain, Angkor Wat 
– Cambodia. However, less known is “Cocev Kamen” near 
Kokino, 4 million years old and more contemporary than 
Kokino.

The town of Struga is known worldwide as the City of Poetry. 
One of the world’s most prestigious poetry festivals is the 
“Struga Poetry Evenings”, and has been taking place since 
1962.

The oldest tree in Macedonia is the Platanus Orientalis in 
Ohrid. Whether a coincidence or not, the tree is growing 
since the period of St. Clement of Ohrid i.e. the 9th century.

MACEDONIA
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Currency: Dirhames

Languages Spoken in Morocco apart from the mother 
tongue: 
French and Spanish.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks are open from Monday to Friday between 8:30am and 
4:30pm. 

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
From Monday to Friday shops open from 9:00am to 
11:00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Morocco? 
Maestro and Visa cards are accepted.

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours: 
Pharmacies are officially open between 8:00amd and 
6:00pm.  However they are open also for emergencies.  

Visa requirement for Morocco:  
No visa is required.

How much does a cup of coffee and a text message cost? 
Cup of coffee Between €0.50 to €1 
Text Message National - 1 dirhames (€0.09)   
  International -  5 dirhames (€0.43)

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
It would be around €100 and €200.

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
In the main cities one can use Taxis or buses.  Travelling from 
one city to another one can use a bus or a train.  All services 
are available 24 hours a day. 

MOROCCO
… officially the Kingdom of Morocco, is a country located in North Africa with a population of nearly 32 million and an area just 
under 447,000 square kilometres (173,000 sq mi). Its capital is Rabat, and its largest city is Casablanca. Morocco has a coast on 
the Atlantic Ocean that reaches past the Strait of Gibraltar into the Mediterranean Sea. It is bordered by Algeria to the east, Spain 
to the north (a water border through the Strait and land borders with three small Spanish enclaves, Ceuta, Melilla, and Peñón de 
Vélez de la Gomera), and Western Sahara to the south.

Al-Mamlaka al-Maghribiyya

برغمال
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When are the Public Holidays?
Ras l’ âm �  (New Year’s Day): 1 January
Takdim watikat al-istiqlal �  (Proclamation of 
Independence): 11 January
Fatih Muharram �  (Muslim New Year): Muharram 1
Eid Al-Ârch �  (Enthronement): 30 July
Eid Al Mawled �  (Birth of the prophet Muhammad): 
Rabi’ al-awwal 12
Zikra Oued Ed-Dahab �  (Oued Ed-Dahab Day): 14 August
Eid Sghir �  (Eid ul-Fitr): Shawwaaiil 1
Thawrat al malik wa shâab �  (Revolution of the King and 
the People): 20 August
Eid Kbir �  (Eid ul-Adha): Dhu al-Hijjah 10
Eid Al Milad �  (Birthday of King Mohammed VI):  
21 August
Eid Al Massira Al Khadra �  (Green March): 6 November
Eid Al Istiqulal �  (Independence Day): 18 November 

 
Something for which Marocco is famous for:  
Mawazin festival in May in the city of Rabat, Gnaoua Festival 
in Essaouira, Soufisme music festival in Fes.

MOROCCO



74

Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken in Netherlands apart from the mother 
tongue: 
None.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Depends on the Bank but most of them are open From 
Tuesday to Friday from 9:00am till 16:00pm and Monday 
from 13.00pm till 16.00pm. The banks are closed on 
Saturdays and Sundays.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Most of them are open from Tuesday till Friday from 9.00am 
till 5.00pm. On Saturdays they are open from 9.00am till 
5.00pm. On Mondays they are open from 1.00pm till 6.00pm. 
In the bigger cities the shops are also open on Sundays.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Netherlands? 
(even Visa electron?) 
VISA, Master Card, Maestro, Visa Electron.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
From Monday to Friday from 8:30am till 5:30pm. On Sundays 
only some of them are open and they would be listed in the 
newspapers or you can check their website. 

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
the Netherlands, is a Visa required? 
As from 1 May 2006, citizens of EU or EEA member states* 
or Switzerland who wish to stay in the Netherlands for more 
than three months have to register with the IND. They will 
no longer have to request proof of lawful residency and 
in addition, they will no longer be issued with a residence 
permit. Family members of these people who themselves 
are not citizens of an EU or EEA member state or Switzerland 
must still submit a request for verification against EU 
Community Law. This also applies to citizens of Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Slovenia 
and Slovakia, as long as the EU job market is still restricted 
for these people.

* Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Germany, Finland, France, Greece, Ireland, 

Iceland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, 

Norway, Austria, Portugal, Spain, the UK and Sweden.

NETHERLANDS
Nederland

… is a country in North-western Europe, constituting the major portion of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. It is a parliamentary 
democratic constitutional monarchy. The Netherlands borders the North Sea to the north and west, Belgium to the south, and 
Germany to the east. The capital is Amsterdam and the seat of government is The Hague.
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How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Sandwich € 1.75 
Cup of coffee € 1.60 
Cinema Ticket € 8.00 
Text Message € 0.08

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
The average is between €350 and €450.

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
A patient in possession of a European Health Insurance Card 
is entitled to all benefits in kind which “become medically 
necessary during a stay in the territory of another Member 
State, taking into account the nature of the benefits and the 
expected length of the stay”. You must therefore provide all 
the types of medical care and treatment that the patient’s 
state of health necessitates to enable him to continue his 
stay in your country under safe medical conditions. However, 
you are not obliged to provide certain kinds of treatment 
that can wait until the patient has returned home (most 
types of dental treatment, for example). The patient might 
well have problems obtaining reimbursement for treatment 
that goes beyond what is strictly necessary in the context 
of a temporary stay. In addition, some types of treatment 
extend over a period of time and necessitate follow-up 
which is not compatible with the temporary duration of 
the patient’s stay in another country. In these cases, once 
the patient has received “holding” or primary treatment, 
generally speaking it is preferable for him to return to his 
own country of residence and his own doctor for further 
examinations or certain types of treatment.

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
The main public transport is trains which operate from 
5.30am till 11.30pm. There are, however between big cities 
possibilities for night travel. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
Public Transport card can be used throughout the country 
for free travelling. You have to choose between a weekend 
card and a working days card.

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 January
Good  � Friday: 6 April
First Easter Day: �  8 April
Second Easter Day: �  9 April
Queen’s Day: �  30 April
Celebration of liberty: �  5 May 
Ascension Day: �  17 May
Whitsunday: �  27 May
Whitsunday: �  28 May
First Christmas Day � : 25 December
Second Christmas Day: �  26 December

 
Events not to miss in Netherlands: 
Queensday, Efteling Family Attraction Park, Miniature City of 
Madurodam, Harderwijk Dolfinarium, Six Flags Theme Park, 
Rotterdam Zoo (Blijdorp), Amsterdam Zoo, Arnhem Zoo, 
Port of Rotterdam, The Wadden Sea.

Something which Netherlands is famous for: 
Cheese, Tulips, Clogs (wooden shoes), Windmills.

NETHERLANDS
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Currency: Norwegian kroner

Languages Spoken in Norway apart from the mother 
tongue: 
English

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Monday to Friday from 9.00am to 3.00pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Monday to Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm, Saturday 
10.00am to 3.00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Norway?  
Eurorocard, MasterCard, Visa, American Express, Diners Club.
Please note that most grocery stores and supermarkets do 
not accept foreign credit cards.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: Monday to Friday from 10.00am to 4.00pm, Saturday 
10.00am to 3.00pm.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Norway, is a visa required? 
Yes, a visa is needed.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
90 days.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €5.00 
Cup of coffee €4.00 
Cinema Ticket €12.00 
Text Message €0.20

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
Approximately €800 - €1,400.

NORWAY
Norge | Noreg | Norga

… officially the Kingdom of Norway, is a country in Northern Europe occupying the western portion of the Scandinavian 
Peninsula, as well as Jan Mayen and the Arctic archipelago of Svalbard under the Spitsbergen Treaty. The majority of the country 
shares a border to the east with Sweden; its northernmost region is bordered by Finland to the south and Russia to the east. The 
United Kingdom and Faroe Islands lie to its west across the North Sea, Iceland and Greenland lie to its west across the Norwegian 
Sea, and Denmark lies south of its southern tip across the Skagerrak Strait. The capital of Norway is Oslo. Bouvet Island and 
Peter I Island are dependent territories of Norway, but not considered part of the Kingdom. Norway also lays claim to a section 
of Antarctica known as Queen Maud Land, a claim that has been recognised by Australia, France, New Zealand and the United 
Kingdom. Norway’s extensive coastline, facing the North Atlantic Ocean and the Barents Sea, is home to its famous fjords.
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What are the services provided for free by the Norwegian 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre?  
In most cases all basic treatment is free of charge.

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
In the cities: Subway, tram, bus. Monday to Sunday from 
5.00am till 1.00am 
Between cities:  Train, bus. Monday to Sunday from 6.00am 
till 11.00pm

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them?  
The official Student Card gives you discounts on public 
transportation, other types of cards for students give 
discounts in various stores.

When are your Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 January
Maundy Thursday �
Good Friday �
Easter Monday �
May Day:  � 1 May
Ascension Day  �
Constitution Day:  � 17 May
Whit Monday �
Christmas:  � 25-26 December 

 
Events not to miss in Norway: 
Oyafestivalen, an annual music festival in Oslo: 
www.oyafestivalen.com

Experience traditional Norwegian folk culture, music, 
dance and food at regular summer events in the Norske 
Folkemuseum (www.norskfolke.museum.no), an open-air 
collection of historic buildings on Bygdøy Island outside 
Oslo.

Take a hike on Jostedalsbreen, mainland Europe’s largest 
glacier, and centrepiece of a large national park (website: 
www.jostedal.com).

Something which Norway is famous for: 
High above the city, the Holmenkollen ski centre (website: 
http://holmenkollen.wp.karbon.no) is a major attraction in 
its own right, all year round, boasting a skiing museum and 
a simulator offering visitors the chance to find out what it’s 
like to take off from the ski jump.

When in the capital, don’t miss Oslo’s excellent collection of 
museums, including the Thor Heyerdahl Kon-tiki Museum 
(website: www.kon-tiki.no), the Munch Museum (website: 
www.munch.museum.no) and the Viking Ship Museum 
(website: www.khm.uio.no).

Useful internet website links about Norway: 
www.visitnorway.com 
www.norway.com 
www.visitoslo.com

NORWAY
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Currency: New Israeli Shekel

Languages Spoken in Palestine apart from the mother 
tongue:  
English and Hebrew. 

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks are open 9:00am – 01:30pm. 

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Shops are open between 10:00am and 07:00pm.  

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Palestine? 
Visa, Maser card and Visa Electron are accepted. 

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours:  
Pharmacies are open all day long.

Visa requirement for Palestine:  
No VISA is required.

How much does a cup of coffee cost? 
Cup of coffee 10 NIS (€1.75)

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
It would be around €199. 

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? 
Buses and Trains are the main means of transport.   

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year:  � 1 January
Aid el-Fitr: �  1 Shawwal
Eid al-Adha: �  10 Dhu al-Hijjah
Christmas: �   25 December

 
Something for which Palestine is famous for:  
Folkloric dance – dabkah, Palestinian traditional food 
(Humus and Falafel), Holy sites (Dome of the rock, Al Aqsa 
mousque, Church of the Holy Sepulcher and Church of 
Nativity), Yasser Arafat tomb, Palestinian Grapes – Hebron, 
Gaza Strawberry, Dead Sea, Palestinian Sweet Kunafah.

PALESTINE
 فلسطني

… is a conventional name used, among others, to describe a geographic region between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan 
River, and various adjoining lands.

As a geographical term, Palestine can also refer to ‘ancient Palestine,’ an area that includes contemporary Israel and the 
Palestinian territories, as well as part of Jordan, and some of both Lebanon and Syria. In classical or contemporary terms, it 
can refer to the area within the boundaries of what was once British Mandate Palestine (1920–1948), an area which included 
Transjordan.
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Currency:  Złoty 

Languages Spoken in Poland apart from the mother 
tongue: 
English, Russian, German.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Usually Monday to Friday from 9.00am – 6.00pm but some 
also open on Saturday and longer hours (until 8.00pm at the 
longest).

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
From Monday to Friday from 9.00am till 7.00pm, Saturday 
from 9.00am till 1.00pm, though many shops are also open 
on Sunday and shopping centres all week from 10.00am till 
9.00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Poland? (even 
Visa electron?) 
VISA, Master Card, Visa Electron, American Express, Maestro.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
From Monday to Saturday from 9:00am till 6:00pm. On 

Sundays and at night only some of them are open and they 
would be listed in the newspapers, in special leaflets or in 
any closed pharmacy. A special fee may be added when 
buying at night. 

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Poland, is a Visa required? 
If you are an EU citizen or you come from an EFTA country or 
an accession country you do not need a Visa but a residents 
permit if you are staying for over 6 months. You can apply for 
a residents permit at Urząd Wojewódzki.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
If on arrival you intend to stay longer than 3 months, you 
have to register at the municipal office within 48 hours of 
arrival. 

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich  2 – 5zl (€0.50 - €1.30) 
Cup of coffee 3 – 10 zl (€0.80 - €2.60) 
Cinema Ticket 10 – 15 zl (€2.60 - €3.80) 
Text Message 0,70 zl (€0.18)  

POLAND
Polska

… officially the Republic of Poland, (Rzeczpospolita Polska) is a country in Central Europe bordered by Germany to the west; the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia to the south; Ukraine, Belarus and Lithuania to the east; and the Baltic Sea and Kaliningrad Oblast, 
a Russian exclave, to the north. The total area of Poland is 312,679 square kilometres (120,726 sq mi), making it the 69th largest 
country in the world and the 9th largest in Europe. Poland has a population of over 38 million people, which makes it the 34th 
most populous country in the world and one of the most populous members of the European Union.
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How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
It depends on the place but it can be between 500 – 1500 zl 
(€128 - €385).

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
Health care services at the public health centers or those 
which have contracts with the National Health Fund (NFZ) 
are free.  More information in English on the site of the 
National Health Fund: http://www.nfz.gov.pl/ue/?katnr=5&d
zialnr=2&artnr=716&czartnr=2

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are the operating hours? 
In the cities it is buses and trams. Operating hours in the 
cities are from 5.00am until 11.00pm.  Between cities it is 
mostly trains and buses according to schedules. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
ISIC and Euro>26. 

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 January
Labour �  Day: 1 May
National �  Holiday (Constitution Day): 3 May
Assumption �  of the Blessed Virgin Mary: 15 August 
Easter �  Monday
All �  Saints’ Day: 1 November
Independence �  Day: 11 November
Christmas: �  25 & 26 December
Corpus �  Christi 

Events not to miss in Poland: 
International Theatre Festival, Festival of Dialogue of Four 
Cultures, Open Air Music Festival.

Something which Poland is famous for: 
Million types of pierogi, Solidarity movement, Zubrowka 
Vodka. 

POLAND
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Currency: Euro 

Languages Spoken in Portugal apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Italian, Spanish and French.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Monday to Friday from 8.30am till 3.00pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
From Monday till Friday from 9.00am till 7.00pm Saturday 
9.00am till 1.00pm, though many shops are also open on 
Sunday and Shopping centres all week from 10.00am  till 
11.00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Portugal? 
(even Visa electron?) VISA, Master Card, Visa Electron, 
American Express, Maestro, Cirus, etc.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
From Monday to Saturday from 9:00am till 1:00pm and from 
2:00pm till 7:00pm. On Sundays and during night hours 

only some of them are open and they would be listed in the 
newspapers, in special leaflets or in any closed pharmacy.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Portugal, is a Visa required? 
If you are an EU citizen or you come from an EFTA country or 
an accession country you do not need a Visa but a residents 
permit if you are staying for over 6 months. You can apply for 
a residents permit at Serviço de Estrangeiros e Fronteiras.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
For residents permit and work permit you have to register 
for it on arrival in Portugal. 

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Sandwich €1.50 - €2.00 
Cup of coffee €0.60 
Cinema Ticket €5.20 
Text Message €0.09 

PORTUGAL
República Portuguesa

… officially the Portuguese Republic (Portuguese: República Portuguesa), is a country located in south-western Europe on the 
Iberian Peninsula. Portugal is the westernmost country of mainland Europe and is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the west 
and south and by Spain to the north and east. The Atlantic archipelagos of the Azores and Madeira are also part of Portugal.
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How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
It really depends on the place but it can be between €400 till 
€750.

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
He /She would be entitled for free medical assistance in a 
public hospital for emergency cases only. 

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
Buses and trains are the most important way of 
transportation. Operating hours in the cities are from 5.30am 
till 2.00am and between cities depends on the route.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
ISIC and Euro>26

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 January
Mardi Gras (Carnival): �  February
Easter: �  April
Freedom Day: �  25 April
Labour Day: �  1 May
Corpus Christi: �  3 June
Portugal Day/National Holiday: �  10 June 
Assumption  � Day: 15 August
Independence/ Republic Day: �  5 October
All Saints’ Day: �  1 November
Restoration of Independence Day: �  1 December
Immaculate Conception: �  8 December
Christmas  � Day: 25 December

 
Events not to miss in Portugal: 
Summer Music Festivals all over the country, fireworks 
festivals, village feasts.

Something which Portugal is famous for: 
The sun and the beaches, food, wine, Porto.

PORTUGAL
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Currency: LEI, Romania will adopt Euro in 2012-2014.

Languages Spoken in Romania apart from the mother 
tongue: 
English and, French are the most spoken languages, but 
there are few who speak also German, Italian or Spanish.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Depends on the Bank but usually they are all open from 
Monday to Friday from 9:00pm till 5:00pm (with an hour 
lunch break). The banks are closed on Saturdays and 
Sundays.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Most of them open from Monday to Saturday from 9:00am 
till 7:00pm. The big ones are also open on Sundays, from 
10:00am till 2:00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Romania? 
(even Visa electron?) 
VISA, Master Card, Visa Electron, Maestro.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
From Monday to Friday from 8:00am till 8:00pm. On 
Saturdays from 8:00am till 6:00pm and on Sundays only some 
of them are open from 8:00am till 2:00pm. There are also 
some others with non-stop timetable (check their website).

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Romania, is a visa required? 
If you are an EU citizen or you come from an EFTA 
country or an accession country who wish to stay in 
Romania for more than three months, than you have to 
register with the Romanian Authority for a temporary or 
permanent residence permit. Besides, according to the 
legal stipulations, the aliens must request the residence 
regulation and issue of a new residence permit with at least 
30 days before the expiration date of the actual residence 
permit. If you are going to work in Romania you need also to 
present your work permit. (More information on: http://aps.
mai.gov.ro/). 

ROMANIA
Rumania | Roumania 
la Roumanie | România

… is a country located in South-eastern and Central Europe, North of the Balkan Peninsula, on the Lower Danube, within and 
outside the Carpathian arch, bordering on the Black Sea. Almost all of the Danube Delta is located within its territory. Romania 
shares a border with Hungary and Serbia to the west, Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova to the northeast, and Bulgaria to the 
south.
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In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
If possible directly after arriving in Romania one should go 
to the local authority of the place of residence to register.  

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Sandwich  €1.50 - €2.00 
Cup of coffee €0.60 - €1.20 
Cinema Ticket €1.20 - €4.42 
Text Message Approximately € 0.15 (for a Romanian   
  number) & € 0.50  (for an international  
  number)

What are the services provided for free the government 
when a Maltese youth presents a European Health 
Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
He/She would be entitled for free medical assistance in a 
public hospital or clinic for emergency cases only. 

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
The main public transport means are buses and trams 
which operate from 5:00am till 10:30pm. After that hour you 
have to get a taxi. Between cities there are trains and buses 
according to schedules. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them?  
ISIC and Euro<26 can be used to get discounts from certain 
shops, on cinema tickets and entrance in museums. 

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year’s Day: 1 & 2 January
Easter: April/May �
Worker’s Day:  � 1 May 
National Day:  � 1 December
Christmas  � Day: 25 & 26 December

 
Events not to miss in Romania: 
International Classical Music Festival “George Enescu”, 
International Jazz Festival, the different and various events 
organised in Sibiu – the European Capital of Culture 2007.

Something which Romania is famous for: 
The Danube Delta, the world-famous painted monasteries in 
Bucovina, the medieval towns in Transylvania, the traditional 
customs and gastronomy.

ROMANIA
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Currency: Euro 

Languages Spoken in Slovakia apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Young people can speak English or German language, all the 
people understand and can speak Czech language, older 
people can speak Russian.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Depends on the bank, but they are all usually open From 
Monday to Friday from 7:30am till 5:30pm and at Saturday 
from 09.00am till 12.00am.

Shops Opening Hours and Closing Hours and Working 
Days:  
Majority of them are open from Monday to Friday from 
9:00am till 6:00pm and at Saturday from 9.00am till 12:00am. 
The big stores, such as Tesco, Carrefour, Kaufland and 
shopping centres are open from 9:00am till 10:00pm, at 
weekends from 9:00am till 9:00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Slovakia? 
(even Visa electron?) 
VISA, Master Card, Maestro, Visa Electron, American Blue, 
Diners Club.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
From Monday to Friday from 9:00am till 5:00pm and at 
Saturday from 9:00am till 1:00pm. Every town has also at 
least one pharmacy, which is open non-stop.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month 
Slovakia, is a Visa required? 
No.

In how many days after entering Slovakia, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
You need to register, only if you want to stay in Slovakia 
longer then 90 days. In this case you need to go to the Police 
station in the town, where you want to stay. You need your 
passport or ID card and they will give you also questionnaire, 
what you need to fill. You can do it during the 90 days after 
entering the country. 

How much does a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €1.20 
Cup of coffee €1.00 
Cinema Ticket €3.00 
Text Message €0.30   

Slovakia
Slovensko 

… officially the Slovak Republic (is a landlocked country in Eastern Europe with a population of over five million and an area of 
about 49,000 square kilometres (19,000 sq mi). Slovakia borders the Czech Republic and Austria to the west, Poland to the north, 
Ukraine to the east and Hungary to the south. The largest city is its capital, Bratislava. 
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How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
It is about €300 in Bratislava and about €200 in the other 
towns in Slovakia.  

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
He/She would be entitled for free medical assistance in a 
public hospital or clinic for emergency cases only. 

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
The main public transport is buses which operate from 
4:00am till midnight.  

City transport in bigger cities is operating also during the 
night, there are special “night liners”. For the transport 
between the cities, you can also use trains, which are more 
comfortable then the buses. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
In a lot of places and shops it is good, to have EURO/GO26 
card or ISIC/ITIC card. You can use it also in cinemas and 
theatres. If you want to travel by train, you can use the Junior 
Rail Card, with which will have 40% discount on train tickets 
for the period of one year. 

When are the Public Holidays?
Day �  of Slovak republic: 1  January
Religious feast of Three Kings: �  6 January
Easter (dates depends on the year):  �  6 & 9 April
Day of Work: �  1 May
Day of fight against fascism: �  8 May
St. Cyril and Methods Day: �  5 July
Celebration of �  SNP: 29 August
Constitution Day: �   1 September
Day of Saint Marie: �  15 September
All Saints Day: �  1 November
Day of fight for  � the freedom and democracy: 
17 November
Christmas: �  24 - 26 December

 
Events not to miss in Slovakia:  
Every year there are several events, festivals and art 
presentations, one can find on site www.odporucame.sk. 

Something which Slovakia is famous for: 
Bryndza a special kind of cottage cheese, Borovicka an 
alcohol from juniper tree, Sarus beer and beers in general, 
High Tatras the most popular and known mountains, 
Beautiful nature and lot of mineral springs across the 
country.

Slovakia
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Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken in Slovenia apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Older people speak mostly German, younger generations 
are better in English but quite a lot of them  manage with 
German (northern part of the country – borderline with 
Austria) and Italian as well (western/north-western part of 
the country – borderline with Italy. Most people speak or 
at least understand most languages of the Western Balkans 
(Croatian, Serbian, Bosnian).

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Depends on the Bank but most of them are open Monday-
Friday from 8:30am till 12:30pm and then from 2:00pm till 
5:00/6:00pm and some of them Saturdays from 8:30am till 
12:00pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Supermarkets are open from Monday to Friday from 9:00am 
till 9:00pm, Saturdays from 8:00am till 9:00pm & Sundays 
from 9:00am till 3:00pm. Others are open from Monday to 
Friday from 8:00am till 8:00pm and Saturdays from 8:00 till 
3:00pm. You will also find 24/7 stores in most major cities.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Slovenia? 
VISA, Master Card, Visa Electron, American Express, Diners, 
Eurocard, Maestro.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
From Monday to Friday 7:30am till 7:30pm and Saturdays 
from 7:30am till 12:30pm. Emergency pharmacies are open 
24/7 (for prescribed medications only).

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 month in 
Slovenia, is a Visa required? 
If you are an EU citizen or from an EFTA country or an 
accession country you do not need a Visa but a residents 
permit if you are staying for over 3 months. You can apply 
for a residents permit at the Administrative Unit responsible 
for foreigners. Apart from the application form you need to 
present a copy of your passport and the original passport, 
valid health insurance certificate and either employment 
contract or, if you are a student a confirmation of enrolment 
in a study programme and proof of having sufficient 
financial means is required. 

In how many days after entering Slovenia, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
Foreigners have to register at the local authorities in 3 days 
after their arrival if they are planning to stay in the country 
for more than 60 days. In any case you have to register at the 
local police station within 3 days after entering the country if 
you intend to stay in the country longer than 3 months. But 
if you come to Slovenia and rent a flat, for instance, the Act 
on Residence Registration comes into force, which says that 

SLOVENIASlovenija
… is a country in Central Europe touching the Alps and bordering the Mediterranean. Slovenia borders Italy on the west, the 
Adriatic Sea on the southwest, Croatia on the south and east, Hungary on the northeast, and Austria on the north. The capital and 
largest city of Slovenia is Ljubljana. Slovenia covers an area of 20,273km2 and has a population of 2.06 million.
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you have to register your temporary residence with the Local 
Authorities within 60 days of residing at the same address. If 
you are living in a dorm or hotel or similar, then they have to 
register you within 3 days after your arrival anyway, meaning 
that you do not have to do anything at all.

How much does a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €1.80 
Cup of coffee €1.80 
Cinema Ticket €4.50 
Text Message €0.80   

How much is the rent per month for a small flat or 
studio apartment in the centre or next to Universities? 
Approximately €350 a month plus monthly expenses. 

What are the services provided for free by the Slovenian 
government when a foreign youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
During their temporary stay in Slovenia, insured persons from 
the EU member states are able to claim medical services in 
public health institutions and from private doctors who have 
concluded a contract with the Health Insurance Institute of 
Slovenia (HIIS) on the basis of the European health insurance 
card. Medical services may only be claimed at the primary 
level in health centres and from general practitioners 
who have concluded a contract with the HIIS, while from 
specialists and in hospitals this may only be done on the 
basis of a doctor’s referral issued by a general practitioner. 
In cases of emergency a foreign insured person may also go 
directly to the emergency service in the nearest hospital.

What the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
In the main cities: buses. Between cities: buses, trains. In the 
capital city – Ljubljana – buses operate from Monday till 
Sunday from 5:00am (some lines from 3:00am) till 11:00pm 

or midnight. So from midnight till 3:00am the only transport 
available is taxi. 

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
ISIC – International Student Card and European Youth Card 
Euro<26. 

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year: 1 & 2 January
Preseren Day, Slovene Culture Day: �  8 February
National Resistance Day: �  27 April
Labour Day: �  1 & 2 May
Statehood Day: �  25 June
Assumption:  � 15 August
Reformation Day: �  31 October
All Saints: �  1 November
Christmas Day: �  25 December
Independence Day: �  26 December

 
Feasts or Festivals not to miss in Slovenia: 
Traditional Carnivals in Ptuj and Ribnica in February, Cultural 
Summer Festival Lent in Maribor, Ljubljana Summer Festival 
of Classical Music, Annual Ljubljana International Film 
Festival – LIFFe in November,  Annual Cultural Summer 
Festival Carniola in Kranj, Annual International Festival of 
Chamber Music in Piran – Tartini Festival, Annual Festival of 
Early Music Brežice, International Biennial of Graphic Arts in 
Ljubljana, International Festival of Small Sculpture Murska 
Sobota, International Jazz & Etno Festival Druga godba in 
Ljubljana in June, Annual Soča Reggae Riversplash Festival 
in July, Rock festival Otočec in July, Inernational Cultural 
Festival Trnfest in Ljubljana in August,  Ocarina Etno Festival 
Bled and much more.

Something which your Slovenia is famous for: 
Air Dried Ham (prosciutto), good wines and nature; 
mountains, lakes, rivers, seaside, forests, valleys.

SLOVENIA
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Currency: Euro

Languages Spoken in Spain apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Only local languages: Catalan, Euskera and Gallego.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
From Monday to Friday from 8:30am till 2:00pm. 

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Most of them open from Monday to Friday from 10:00am 
till 2:00pm and from 5:00pm till 8:00pm and Saturdays from 
10:00am till 2:00pm.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Spain?  
VISA, Master Card, Visa Electron, American Express, 4B.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours: 
By law, there is always a pharmacy open in every zone of  
the city.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Spain, is a visa required?  
If a foreigner is granted a temporary residence he/she is 

authorized to stay in Spain for a period superior to ninety 
days and inferior to five years. There are several cases in 
which, to apply for this permit, it is necessary to express, 
for the first time, intentions of making Spain one’s place of 
residence. This permit can also be applied for by foreigners 
who having previously lived in Spain, do not need to meet 
the requirements needed to obtain a permanent permit.

In how many days after entering the country, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
Permanent residence implies living and working in Spain 
with the same rights as Spaniards. Permanent Residence 
Permits are granted to foreigners who can prove a five (5) 
year legal and continuous residence in Spain, provided that 
there were no irregular exits from the country. Continuity 
will not be interrupted by:

Period of absence on holidays outside Spain. �
Absences for up to six (6) months, provided that such  �
absences do not exceed the sum of one year.
Justified absences for family or health reasons. �

 
There are two possibilities after the first 3 months in Spain 
depending on if you want to work legally or just stay here 
(for example, students or retired people). The former needs 

SPAINEspaña
… officially the Kingdom of Spain (Spanish: Reino de España), is a member state of the European Union located in southwestern 
Europe on the Iberian Peninsula. Its mainland is bordered to the south and east by the Mediterranean Sea except for a small land 
boundary with Gibraltar; to the north by France, Andorra, and the Bay of Biscay; and to the northwest and west by the Atlantic 
Ocean and Portugal. Spanish territory also includes the Balearic Islands in the Mediterranean, the Canary Islands in the Atlantic 
Ocean off the African coast, and two autonomous cities in North Africa, Ceuta and Melilla, that border Morocco. With an area of 
504,030 km², Spain is the second largest country in Western Europe and the European Union after France.
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to get a legal work contract, the latter only have to apply 
at a police office with his/her passport, 3 photos and this 
application: http://extranjeros.mtas.es/en/general/ex16.
pdfThe time-frame for this is usually before 180 days of 
residence in Spain.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich €2.00 
Cup of coffee €1.00 
Cinema Ticket €5.00 
Text Message €0.15   

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
A studio of 30m2 in the centre costs about €600 per month.

What are the services provided for free by the Spanish 
government when a Maltese youth presents a European 
Health Insurance Card in a public health centre? 
He/she would receive free medical assistance in a public 
hospital. 

What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours? 
Our main public transport in big cities is metro, it works from 
6:00am to 1:30am every day.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
ISIC & Universitary cards (the discounts depend on the 
University where you study).

When are the Public Holidays?
Año �  Nuevo: 1 January
Viernes Santo �  (Good Friday)
Fiesta del Trabajo: �  1 May
Statehood Day: �  25 June
Asunción de la Virgen:  � 15 August
Fiesta Nacional de España � : 12 October
Día de la Constitución Española: �  6 December
La  � Inmaculada Concepción: 8 December
Natividad del Señor: �  25 December
Independence Day:  � 26 December 

Events not to miss in Spain:   
“San Fermines” in Navarra �
“Tomatina” in Buñol �
“Fallas” in Valencia �
“Moros y Cristianos” in Alicante �
“Semana Santa” in Andalucia �

Something which Spain is famous for: 
Bullfighting and Flamenco (“typical Spanish”).

SPAIN
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Currency: Swedish kronor and öre.

Languages Spoken in Sweden apart from the mother 
tongue: 
English, Finnish, Samiska.

Banks Opening Hours and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
8.00am - 3.00pm.

Shops Opening Hours and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: 
Monday - Friday 10.00am - 7.00pm, Saturday 11.00am - 
5.00pm, Sunday 11.00am - 5.00pm, but it can be different 
between cities.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Sweden? 
VISA, VISA Electron, Maestro, MasterCard.

Pharmacies Opening Hours and Closing Hours and 
Working Days: 
9.00am - 7.00pm.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost? 
Sandwich  35 kronor (€3.60) 
Cup of coffee 25 kronor (€2.57) 
Cinema Ticket 85 or 100 kronor (€8.75 - €10.28) 
Text Message 1.50 kronor (€0.15)  

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
It depends where is it located, but usually about 3500 kronor  
(€361) per month in an ordinary city.

SWEDEN
Sverige | Svenska

… officially the Kingdom of Sweden is a Nordic country on the Scandinavian Peninsula in Northern Europe. Sweden has land 
borders with Norway to the west and Finland to the northeast and it is connected to Denmark by the Öresund Bridge in the 
south. The capital of Sweden is Stockholm. At 450,295 km², Sweden is the third largest country in the European Union in terms of 
area, and it has a total population of about 9.2 million.



92

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are the operating hours? 
Public transport is running between 5.00am in the morning 
to 2.00pm in the evening. Some buses run even later.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
Students get a special card.

When are the Public Holidays?
Easter �
Mid-summer �
Summer Break:  � June - August
Lucia �
Christmas Day  �

 
Events not to miss in Sweden: 
Christmas, Midsummer, Lucia.

Something which Sweden is famous for: Elks, ABBA, 
IKEA, H&M, Gevalia and Löfbergs Lila (coffee), knäckebröd 
(crispbread), Greta Garbo (movie star), Astrid Lindgren, 
Ingrid & Ingmar Bergman, Anja Pärsson (skiing), Dalahäst (a 
painted wooden horse with stands for province in Sweden, 
Dalarna).

SWEDEN
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Currency: Swiss Franc. You can get it at any bank in 
Switzerland, but also in most foreign countries before you 
enter Switzerland. The also Euro is widely accepted, however, 
you will get the change in Swiss Francs.

Languages Spoken in Switzerland apart from the mother 
tongue: 
Switzerland is a multilingual country, where different 
languages are spoken in each part (German, French, Italian 
and Rumantsch). Most people, therefore, speak English and 
at least two of the official languages in Switzerland (one 
being the mother tongue and the other as the first foreign 
language learned).

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
It depends on the bank and place. Usually from Monday to 
Friday 8:30am to 12:00pm and 1:30pm to 5:00pm, but there 
are longer opening hours in bigger cities.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days:  
The majority open from Monday to Friday from 8:30am to 
12:00pm and 2:00pm to 6:30pm and Saturday from 8:30am 
to 4:00pm. However, opening hours differ very much 
depending on the place. 

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Switzerland? 
(even Visa electron?)  
VISA, Master Card, American Express, Diners Club and also 
the European Maestro card/EC-Card.

Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: Same opening hours as shops, but there is an 
“emergency pharmacy” each day that is open longer and 
can be reached by phone in an emergency. The responsible 
pharmacy is listed in the newspaper.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Switzerlans, is a Visa required? 
If you are an EU citizen or you come from an EFTA country or 
an accession country you do not need a Visa but a residents 
permit if you are staying for more than 3 months. You can 
apply at the office for immigration in the responsible canton 
(region) where you are staying. Students can get a special 
resident permit. For working a special work permit is also 
required, for which the application is mostly done by the 
employer. 

SWITZERLAND
die Schweiz | la Suisse 
Svizzera | Svizra

… officially the Swiss Confederation is a federal republic consisting of 26 cantons, with Bern as the seat of the federal authorities. 
The country is situated in Central Europe where it is bordered by Germany to the north, France to the west, Italy to the south, 
and Austria and Liechtenstein to the east. Switzerland is a country with its territory geographically divided between the Jura, the 
Central Plateau and the Alps, adding together an area of 41,285 km2 (15,940 sq mi).
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In how many days after entering Switzerland, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
Depends whether it is for work or just for residence. If you 
need a work permit, it is better to apply about 4 weeks 
before you start your work and enter the country. But you 
can also apply after you arrive, but the office prefers to have 
it done before you enter. You then need to register within 
8 days from when you enter the country. If you are staying 
in Switzerland without working, you can register within 3 
months elapse.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Sandwich €3.50 
Cup of coffee €2.50 
Cinema Ticket €9.00 
Text Message €0.15   

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
Prices may vary between €300 and €600, depending on city 
and place.

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
One would be entitled for free medical assistance in a public 
hospital or clinic for emergency cases only. 

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are the operating hours? 
The main public transport are trains for long distances 
and buses and trams in cities or for short distance as well 
as in places where trains can’t run (e.g. in the mountains). 
There are also ships in places surrounding a lake. Public 
transportation operates from 5:30am till 1:00am, but 
depending on the lace and means of transportation. After 
that hour you have to get a taxi or night bus on weekends.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
One can use the students card from his/her home university, 
but it is not accepted everywhere, so the ISIC students card 
is the better alternative. You can also use the Euro26-Card. 
You should always ask about a discount, because most 
public transportation, museums or events have special 
prices for students or young people.

When are the Public Holidays?
New �  Year’s Day: 1 January
Berchtold’s Day: �  January
Good Friday: �  April
Easter Monday: �  April
Ascension:  � May
Whit Monday: �  June
National  � Day: 1 August
Christmas Day: �  25 December
Boxing Day: �  26 December

 
PS: These holidays may not be observed in certain cantons. 
There are additional regional holidays which are observed in 
certain cantons only.

Events not to miss in Switzerland: 
National Holiday on 1st August, Carnival in different cities 
(Lucerne, Basel), summer open air concerts in different 
places, Sports events like winter sports and world cup 
contest.

Something which Switzerland is famous for: 
Chocolate, clocks and cheese, Heidi and Peter, Geneva; 
headquarter for lots of international organisations (UNO, 
etc.) and beautiful landscape with mountains and lakes.

SWITZERLAND
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Currency: Syrian Lira.

Languages Spoken in Syria apart from the mother tongue:  
English and French

Minority languages: 
Aramaic, Hebrew, Armenian, Kurdish, Greek.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks are open on Sunday between 10:00am and 4:00pm.  
From Monday to Thursday banks open between 8:00am and 
4:00pm.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
Shops are open Everyday from 10:00am to 2:00pm and from 
5:00pm to 9:00pm except on Sunday.  Shopping malls are 
open everyday between 10:00am and 11:00pm. 

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Syria? 
Visa, Visa electronic, Master Card.

Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours:  
Some pharmacies may be either closed on Sunday or on 
Friday.  During the rest of the week they are open between 
10:00am and 9:00pm.  

Visa requirement for Syria:  
Visa is required except for Arabic countries nationals and 
others indicated by Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It’s always 
best to check with Foreign Affairs officials in your country.  

How much does a cup of coffee cost? 
Cup of coffee €2.00 -  €5.00 from trendy café shops 
  €0.50 - €1.00 from traditional café shops 
Text Message €0.08 
 
How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities?  
Prices range between €300 and €800.

 

SYRIA
 سورية

… officially the Syrian Arab Republic is a country in Western Asia, bordering Lebanon and the Mediterranean Sea to the west, 
Turkey to the north, Iraq to the east, Jordan to the south, and Israel to the southwest.
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What is your main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
There are metro-buses and ‘louages’ (big taxis) which run 
non-stop throughout the day.

When are the Public Holidays?
New Year:  � 1 January
Epiphany / Armenian Christmas: �  6 January
Revolution Day :  � 8 March
Neirouz New Year: �  21 March
Independence Day: �  17 April 
Workers Day: �  1 May
Martyrs Day: �  6 May
Mother’s Day �
Family Day �
Liberation war: �  6 October
Christmas: �  25 December

 
Something for which Syria is famous for:  
Diversity, sweets, food, Argila, traditional drinks, lots of 
places to visit.

Useful internet website links about Syria: 
Ministry of tourism: www.syriatourism.org

SYRIA
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Currency: Dinar (TND)

Languages Spoken in Tunisia apart from the mother 
tongue: 
French and English.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours: 
Banks are open throughout the week except on Sunday.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours: 
You can find shops anytime during the week except on 
Sunday afternoon. 

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Tunisia?  
You can use all major credit cards.   
 
Pharmacies’ Opening and Closing Hours:  
The majority are open all week except Sunday and Monday. 
There are some pharmacies which are open also during the 
night.

Visa requirement for Tunisia: 
No.

How much does a cup of coffee cost? 
From €0.50 to €1.50 (in hotels).

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
Prices range between €120 to €200.  

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities and 
between cities? What are their operating hours?  
There are metro-buses and ‘louages’ (big taxis) which run 
non-stop throughout the day.

When are the Public Holidays? 
Holidays in Tunisia are in accordance to local sightings of 
various phases of the moon.  Thus dates given below are 
approximations. During the lunar month of Ramadan that 
precedes Eid al-Fitr, Muslims fast during the day and feast 
at night and normal business patterns may be interrupted. 

TUNISIA
 تونس

… officially the Tunisian Republic, is a country in North Africa. It is bordered by Algeria to the west, Libya to the southeast, and 
Mediterranean Sea to the north and east. Its size is almost 165,000 km with an estimated population of just over 10.3 million. Its 
name is derived from the capital Tunis located in the north-east.
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Many restaurants are closed during the day and there may 
be restrictions on smoking and drinking. Such conditions 
may continue into Eid al-Fitr itself. Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Idha 
may last for two days.

The following dates are valid for 2010:
New �  Year’s Day: 1 January
Mouled �  (Prophet’s Anniversary): 26 February
Independence �  Day: 20 March
Youth �  Day: 21 March
Martyrs � ’ Day: 9 April
Labour �  Day: 1 May
Republic �  Day: 25 July
Women � ’s Day: 13 August
Eid �  al-Fitr (End of Ramadan): 11 September
New �  Era Day: 7 November
Eid �  al-Idha (Feast of the Sacrifice): 16 November
Hegire �  (Islamic New Year): 7 December

Something for which Tunisia is famous for:  
Independence Day

Useful internet website links about Tunisia:  
http://www.cometotunisia.co.uk/ 
http://www.tunisie.gov.tn/index.php?lang=english

TUNISIA
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Currency: Turkish Lira

Languages Spoken in Turkey apart from the mother 
tongue: 
No.

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
9.00am to 5.00pm (Break between 12.30pm – 1.30pm).

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
8.30am (10.00am for shopping malls) to 7.00pm (10.00pm 
for shopping malls).

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in Turkey? (even 
Visa electron?) 
All major credit cards are widely accepted.

Pharmacies Opening Hours and Closing Hours and 
Working Days: 
8.30am to 7.00pm.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
Turkey, is a Visa required?  
YES, application to Turkish Consulate in Malta is needed. 

In how many days after entering in Turkey, one would 
have to go and register with the local authorities? 
If you have a valid visa, you do not need a residence permit 
up to 90 days. On the other hand, foreigners who shall 
reside, work or study in Turkey, should register themselves 
at the nearest local police department upon their arrival in 
Turkey, regardless of the validity of their visa.

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Sandwich TL 3.00 - TL4.00 (€1.43 - €1.91) 
Cup of coffee TL 2.00 - TL 5.00 (€0.95 - €2.40) 
Cinema Ticket TL 12.00 (€5.75) 
Text Message TL 0.20 (€0.09)

TURKEY
Türkiye

… is a Eurasian country that stretches across the Anatolian peninsula in Western Asia and Thrace (Rumelia) in the Balkan 
region of south-eastern Europe. Turkey is bordered by eight countries: Bulgaria to the northwest; Greece to the west; Georgia 
to the northeast; Armenia, Azerbaijan (the exclave of Nakhchivan) and Iran to the east; and Iraq and Syria to the southeast. 
The Mediterranean Sea and Cyprus are to the south; the Aegean Sea to the west; and the Black Sea is to the north. Separating 
Anatolia and Thrace are the Sea of Marmara and the Turkish Straits (the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles), which are commonly 
reckoned to delineate the boundary between Europe and Asia, thereby making Turkey a transcontinental country of significant 
geostrategic importance. Ethnic Turks form the majority of the population, followed by the Kurds. The predominant religion in 
Turkey is Islam. 
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How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
TL 300 - 800 (€143 - €423)

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
European Health Insurance Card is not valid in Turkey.

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are the operating hours? 
In the main cities: bus, metro, minibus. 
Between cities: Bus, plane.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them? 
Students have discount on public transport; their schools/
universities provide the necessary card for them. Turkey is an 
EYCA member (Euro<26 Card, http://www.euro26.com.tr/), 
there are discounts for young people. There is the museum 
card that you can buy from the tourist information offices 
of Ministry of Culture and Tourism that allows you to enter 
much of the museums for free. 

When are the Public Holidays?
National �  Sovereignty and Children’s Day: 23 April
Atatürk �  Commemoration and Youth & Sports Day: 
19 May
Kurban �  Bayramı / Sacrifies Feast
Victory �  Day: 30 August 
Republic �  Day: 29 October 

Events not to miss in Turkey:   
International celebration for the National Sovereignty and 
Children’s Day, International celebration for the Youth & 
Sports Day, Ramadan: a sacred month in which Moslem 
people are in fast during the daytime until sunset, and at 
the same time many kinds of celebrations occur (change 
according to the Muslim lunar calendar and thus occur 12 
days earlier each year).

Something which Turkey is famous for: 
Hospitality, Turkish delight, Kebab, Bosphorus Bridge in the 
City of Istanbul (not only beautiful but conceptual bridge of 
the East and the West civilizations, the Bridge of Cultures).

Useful internet websites:  
www.goturkey.com  
www.mfa.gov.tr  
http://www.abm.gov.tr/default.asp?lang=en  
www.ua.gov.tr   
www.kultur.gov.tr/EN 
www.calisma.gov.tr 
www.firmaara.com/sectoral.php3 

TURKEY
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Currency: British Pound

Languages Spoken in United Kingdom apart from the 
mother tongue: 
Welsh, Scots Gaelic, minority ethnic community languages 
(e.g. Punjabi, Urdu).

Banks Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Most banks in the UK are open from 9am to 5:30pm Monday 
to Friday and many are open on Saturdays.

Shops Opening and Closing Hours and Working Days: 
Monday to Saturday from 9.00am to 5.30 or 6.00pm Many 
shops open Sundays as well, especially in major cities and 

shopping centres. Most have ‘late opening’ on one or two 
days a week (usually a Thursday), staying open until about 
9.00pm and in provincial towns there may be an early 
closing day mid-week when the shops will close after lunch. 
Department Stores:  Monday to Saturday from 9.00am to 
5.30 or 6.00 pm. Many have ‘late opening’ on one or two 
days a week, staying open until about 9.00pm. Most open 
on Sundays as well, especially in major cities and shopping 
centres. Some supermarkets are open 24hrs.

Which foreign Credit Cards are accepted in United 
Kingdom?  
All – Visa, Cirrus, Maestro, American Express etc.

UNITED   
  KINGDOM

England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

… is a sovereign state located off the north-western coast of continental Europe. It is an island country, spanning an archipelago 
including Great Britain, the north-eastern part of Ireland, and many small islands. Northern Ireland is the only part of the UK with 
a land border, sharing it with the Republic of Ireland. Apart from this land border, the UK is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, the 
North Sea, the English Channel and the Irish Sea. The largest island, Great Britain, is linked to France by the Channel Tunnel.
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Pharmacies Opening and Closing Hours and Working 
Days: Monday to Saturday from 9.00 a.m to 5.30pm 
or 6.00pm. Normal hours are as for supermarkets or 
department stores, but chemists’ shops take turns staying 
open outside normal hours, to provide emergency supplies 
if needed.

If a Maltese youth wants to stay for more than 3 months in 
the United Kingdom, is a Visa required? 
No.

In how many days after entering the United Kingdom, one 
would have to go and register with the local authorities? 
You can apply for a residence permit whenever you want. 

How much do a ham and cheese sandwich, a cup of 
coffee, cinema ticket, a text message cost?  
Depends where you buy your sandwich, coffee etc, but 
normally: 
Sandwich  €2.00 - €3.00 
Cup of coffee €2.00 
Cinema Ticket €6.00 - €15.00 (discounts for students) 
Text Message Depends on operator

Annual living costs for students: £7,500 if you will be 
living in London (or £800 per month) £5,500 if you will 
be living elsewhere in the UK (or £600 per month). These 
figures are based on 2004 prices, and include the cost of 
accommodation, heating, lighting, food, clothing, books 
and daily travel for one person for a nine month academic 
year. Living costs for career-based and access or foundation 
courses tend to be lower than these average figures.

How much is the rent for a small flat or studio apartment 
in the centre or next to Universities? 
University or College accommodation will cost about 

€113 to €212 per week for single occupancy. Or €1,211 per 
month for a one-bedroom flat in central London. A room 
in someone’s home will cost around €106 to €136 a week. 
Bedsits (bedroom and sitting room) in big houses will cost 
between €90 to €136. 

What are the services provided for free by the State when 
a Maltese youth presents a European Health Insurance 
Card in a public health centre? 
One will be covered for necessary treatment including 
treatment for pre-existing medical conditions if you have 
a European health insurance card (available from your 
national health authority) in your own country before 
coming to the UK. However there are services that are 
always free are: treatment for accident or emergency, 
diagnosis and treatment of certain communicable diseases 
including sexually transmitted diseases (but for HIV/AIDs 
only the initial diagnosis and associated counselling is free), 
family planning services (contraception) and compulsory 
psychiatric treatment.

What is the main Public Transport in the main cities, 
between cities? What are the operating hours? 
Between cities one can get a train, a coach or an aeroplane 
which have scheduled trips. For more information visit 
http://www.traveline.org.uk and http://www.nationalrail.
co.uk the underground is available in some major cities. 
Night buses run in the major cities.

Which Discount Cards are available for students and 
where can they use them?  
Euro<26 is widely accepted in Scotland and Wales but is less 
popular in England and NI. ISIC card is accepted.  
See: www.isiccard.com

UNITED KINGDOM
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When are the Public Holidays?

England and Wales:
New �  Year: 1 January
May �  Day Bank Holiday: 7 May
Late �  May Bank Holiday: 28 May
Good �  Friday
August �  Bank Holiday: 27 August
Easter �  Monday
Christmas �  Day: 25 December
Boxing �  Day 

Northern Ireland:
New �  Year: 1 January
Spring Bank Holiday �
St Patricks Day: �  17 March
Battle of the Boyne �
Good Friday �
Summer Bank Holiday:  � end of August
Easter Monday �
Christmas Day  �
Early May Bank Holiday �
Boxing �  Day 

Scotland:
New Year:  � 1 January
Battle of the Boyne �
New Year: �  2 January
Summer Bank Holiday:  � end of August
Good Friday �
St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday �
Early May Bank Holiday �
Christmas Day �
Spring Bank Holiday �
Boxing Day �

 
Events not to miss in the United Kindgdom:  
Burns Night (Scotland), St David’s Day (Wales), St Patrick’s 
Day (N Ireland), April Fool’s Day, St George’s Day (England) 

- not really celebrated, Wimbledon, Halloween, 
Guy Fawkes Night/Bonfire Night, Edinburgh 
International Festival, St Andrew’s Day (Scotland), 
Hogmanay (New Year’s Eve) (Scotland).

For more information: www.efestivals.co.uk/
festivals. Glastonbury, Carling and V are the 
major music events.

Something which the United Kingdom is 
famous for: 
Wales is famous for rugby, choirs, the Welsh 
language (one of the oldest in Europe and still 
widely spoken), scenery, Dylan Thomas, Tom 
Jones and Catherine Zeta-Jones! 

Scotland is famous for whisky, tartan, kilts, 
bagpipes, haggis, inventions (steam engine, 
television, telephone, penicillin), the Loch Ness 
Monster, scenery, the Gaelic language, rain, 
turbulent history, deep-frying everything (pizzas, 
Mars Bars, you name it), Robert Burns, Adam 
Smith, David Hume, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Bonnie Prince Charlie, William Wallace, Sean 
Connery, Ewan McGregor et al.

England is famous for tea, cricket, music, 
football, roast beef and fish and chips. 

Britain as a whole is famous for having a 
monarchy. Useful Information: http://www.
educationuk.org/downloads/study_live_uk.pdf

UNITED KINGDOM



104



105

SECTION 4

Mobility 

Opportunities 

through EU Funded 

Initiatives



106

The Lifelong Learning Programme (LLP) is a European 
funding programme which enables individuals at all stages 
of their lives to pursue learning opportunities across Europe. 
The LLP provides funding for all stages of lifelong learning; 
for activities at school, at college, at university, in the 
workplace and in the community. 

The LLP is made up of four sectoral programmes offering a 
variety of opportunities: 

The Comenius programme aims to develop knowledge 
and understanding among young people and education 
staff of the diversity of European cultures and languages, 
and to help young people to acquire basic life skills and 
competences for their personal development, for future 
employment as well as for active European citizenship

The Comenius programme offers project-based 
partnerships, in-service opportunities and assistantships for 
all levels of school and further education.

The Erasmus programme supports the mobility of students 
and staffs in Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) across 
Europe, for both work placement and study purposes. The 
period spent abroad enriches students’ lives in the academic 
field and also in the acquisition of intercultural skills and 
self-reliance. Staff exchanges have similar beneficial effects, 
both for the people participating and for the home and host 
institutions. In addition to mobility actions, the Programme 
supports higher education institutions to work together 
through intensive programmes, networks and multilateral 
projects.

Higher Education Institutions which want to participate in 
Erasmus actions must have an Erasmus University Charter. 
The Charter aims to guarantee a high level of quality in 

mobility and cooperation by setting out fundamental 
principles for all Erasmus actions that participating 
institutions must follow.

The Leonardo da Vinci programme funds opportunities 
for vocational education & training organisations, staff 
and learners. Mobility funding opportunities are available 
for organisations to send learners and staff on work 
placements across Europe and to meet European partners 
for future project work. Thus, the Leonardo da Vinci 
programme enables organisations in the field of VET to 
organise European work experience for your trainees or 
employees and increase the skills of your staff through short 
work placements in another European country and help 
those looking for work gain new skills. 

The Grundtvig programme is a passport to partnerships and 
training opportunities for adult education organisations, 
teachers and learners. The programme is open to all persons 
aged 25 years and over and also older and persons aged 
between 16 and 24 who are school leavers and are not 
enrolled in formal education. The programme offers various 
opportunities such as work placements to another adult 
education organisation in Europe, structured training 
courses in another European country and undertaking a 
period of work shadowing in another participating country; 
or taking part in a European conference or seminar on adult 
education.

The LLP programme also offers Preparatory Visits under 
certain actions which are intended to help education 
and training organisations find new European partners 
or meet prospective partners to discuss future Comenius, 
Erasmus, Leonardo da Vinci and Grundtvig grant 
applications. Funding is for organisations who want to apply 
for a Partnerships or Senior Volunteering project grant.
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Contact Seminars are other forms of preparatory visits 
which are organised by National Agencies across Europe 
with the aim of bringing a variety of organisations together 
which share common aims, target groups and ambitions in a 
particular field. 

They provide an ideal opportunity to find partners and 
develop Leonardo, Erasmus, Comenius and Leonardo da 
Vinci applications. 

The transversal programme supports opportunities for 
education & training professionals in the areas of policy, 
languages, ICT and dissemination. The mobility category 
covers a programme of Study Visits for education and 
vocational training specialists. One can apply to participate 
in a visit in another European country to share your 
expertise and learn more about a particular topic. Some 
countries decide to host a visit for a group of educational 
professionals from across Europe.

Study Visits offer an opportunity to 
exchange experiences and expertise on 
education policy and practices across 
Europe. Participants can spend up to five 
days learning about national training 

systems, visiting organisations involved in education and 
training, and discuss policies and issues on a particular 
theme with local experts.  

Participants come from all over Europe and have diverse 
professional backgrounds from different sectors of 
education and vocational training. Each year a catalogue of 
visits in 31 countries is published and you can choose which 
visits you would like to attend.

Euroguidance is a European Network 
of national resource and information 
centres for guidance. The Network 
promotes the international dimension 
in career guidance. Another task is to 

promote mobility by helping guidance counsellors and 
individuals to better understand the opportunities available 
to citizens throughout Europe.

Each Euroguidance Centre helps support and update The 
European web portal on learning opportunities, PLOTEUS, 
which was launched by the Commission to also provide 
information on learning opportunities in Europe and in this 
way support mobility. The Euroguidance network was given 
the task to provide the portal with relevant information and 
answer enquiries generated through the portal.

STUDYVISITS
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The Youth in Action Programme (YIA) aims to promote 
mobility within and beyond the European Union’s borders 
through values such as solidarity, tolerance and inclusion 
of/among all young people, regardless of their educational, 
social and cultural background.

The Youth for Europe action encourages young people’s 
active citizenship, participation and creativity through youth 
exchanges, youth initiatives and youth democracy projects.

The European Voluntary Service (EVS) provides young 
Europeans with the unique chance to develop their sense of 
solidarity through unpaid and full-time voluntary activities 
in a foreign country within or outside the EU. In this way, 
it seeks to develop mutual understanding and tolerance 
among young people, thus contributing to reinforcing social 
cohesion in the European Union and to promoting young 
people’s active citizenship.

The ‘Youth in the World’ Action helps strengthen relations 
between the EU and its neighbours, as well as the rest of the 
world by providing young people and youth workers from 
Europe with the opportunity to take part in exchanges and 
other non-formal education activities with their peers living 
outside the Union. In this way, ‘Youth in the World’ seeks 
to deepen intercultural awareness among young people 
within the Union and beyond. This Action supports various 
projects with EU Partner Countries, with a special focus on 
its neighbouring regions.

‘Youth Support Systems’ is specifically targeted at building 
the capacity of youth workers and organisations to develop 
quality activities. This is done, primarily, by providing these 
actors with opportunities to develop co-operation and 
partnerships, to exchange youth work good practice, as well 
as to receive training. 

Action 5 of the Youth in Action programme seeks to 
promote European co-operation in the youth field by 
encouraging the exchange of good practice between policy-
makers and young people, supporting structured dialogue 
between young people and policy-makers and fostering 
a better knowledge and understanding of youth and 
promoting co-operation with international organisations 
active in the youth field.
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Eurodesk is a European network of information services 
in 27 countries providing a unique access of European 
information on the Youth in Action Programme to young 
people. Through its networking and information tools, 
Eurodesk also offers quality training and support to those 
who work with young people.

The Eurodesk network receives ongoing support from the 
European Commission through the Commission’s Youth in 
Action Programme, which is operated by the Directorate 
General for Education and Culture.

In each participating country, the Eurodesk national partners 
are national bodies working in the youth field, which have 
been selected by the relevant ministry in each country, to 
deliver Eurodesk services. These national partners work 
together as a European network supported by the Brussels 
based co-ordination unit, the Eurodesk Brussels Link. 

Eurodesk National Partners co-operate with over 500 local 
youth information providers to extend the availability of 
Eurodesk information services to young people at local level.  

Eurodesk is also responsible for the management and 
translations of the European Youth Portal (http://europa.eu/
youth/).

Eurodesk in Malta can be contacted via e-mail on 
eurodeskmt@eurodesk.eu, through its Facebook Page 
(search for ‘Eurodesk Malta’) and on Twitter via www.twitter.
com/eurodeskmt.  

The Euro-Med Youth Platform (EMYP) aims at bringing 
young people from the region together in an environment 
of tolerance and mutual understanding, sharing of relevant 
information, and exchanging good practice. 

Thus, the Euro-Med Platform aims at nurturing democracy 
and its established instruments as well as improvement in 
the issues of racism, gender equality and minority rights. 

The platform provides networking services for youth 
initiatives in the region by assisting in the search for 
partners, facilitating the creation of networks of youth 
groups that have similar objectives, publishing an annual 
magazine in 3 languages, organising meetings, providing 
a forum for discussion, researching the situation of young 
people in each country and distributing information about 
the Youth in Action as well as Euro-Med Youth Programmes.

With its activities, the Platform contributes to developing co-
operation in the youth sector between thirty-five countries, 
parties to the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership Agreement 
(Barcelona Declaration). 

Based in Malta, the EMYP Secretariat is hosted within the 
European Union Programmes Agency (EUPA). 

More information can be found on:

Website:  www.euromedp.org 
Facebook page:  Euro-Med Youth Platform 
Tel:  +356 25586141
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Youthpass is a new way for participants in the Youth in 
Action Programme to describe what they have done and 
to show what they have learnt under Youth Exchanges, EVS 
and Training Courses. 

The Youthpass certificate ensures that participation 
under the above actions is recognised as an educational 
experience and a period of non-formal learning and informal 
learning. This document can be extremely beneficial for 
the future educational or professional pathway of the 
participants.

More information about Youthpass is available on  
www.youthpass.eu. 
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Austria - The Federal Republic of Austria
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: Opernring 5/1 A-1010 Vienna
Tel:  0043 (1) 586 5010, 586 5020
Fax:  0043 (1) 5865 0109
Emergency No:  0043 664 4544 727
Email:  maltaembassy.vienna@gov.mt

 
Belgium - The Kingdom Of Belgium
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: 25, Rue Archimède, 1000 Brussels
Tel:  0032 (02) 343 0195
Fax:  0032 (02) 230 4583
Email:  maltaembassy.brussels@gov.mt

 

Denmark - The Kingdom of Denmark
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: Amaliegade 8B, 2.sal 1256 

Kobenhavnk
Tel:  0045 3315 3090
Fax:  0045 3315 3091
Email:  maltaembassy.copenhagen@gov.mt

 

Egypt - The Arab Republic of Egypt
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: 1 El, Saleh Ayoub Street, 2nd floor, 

Apt. 24, Zamalek, Cairo
VOIP:  2204 2023
Chancery Tel:  0020 (2) 273 623 68/9
Visa Section Tel: 0020 (2) 2735 6717
Fax:  0020 (2) 273 623 71
Email:  maltaembassy.cairo@gov.mt

France - The French Republic
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: 50,Avenue des Champs-Elysées, 

75008, Paris
Tel:  0033 (1) 5659 7590 / 99
Fax:  0033 (1) 4562 0036
Emergency Mob: 0033 650 383278
Email:  maltaembassy.paris@gov.mt

 

Germany - The Federal Republic of Germany
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: Klingelhoferstrasse 7, 10785 Berlin
Tel:  0049 (0) 30 263 9110
Fax:  0049 (0) 30 2639 1123
Emergency Mob: 0049 (0) 170 8319 236
Email:  maltaembassy.berlin@gov.mt

 

Greece - The Hellenic Republic
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: 96, Vassilissis Sofias Avenue, 11528 

Athens
Tel:  0030 210 778 5138
Fax:  0030 (210) 778 5242
Emergency Mob: 0030 6945626075
Email:  maltaembassy.athens@gov.mt

 

Ireland - Republic of Ireland
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: 17, Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2
Tel:  00353 1 676 2340
Fax: 00353 1 676 6066
Emergency Mob: 00353 833 452 288
Email:  maltaembassy.dublin@gov.mt

List of Maltese Embassies in Europe  
and the Mediterranean Region
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Israel 
MALTA HONORARY CONSULATE
Address: 9 Andrei Sakharov Street, P.O. Box 

1723, 31016 Haifa 
Phone: 00972-4-865-2536
Fax:  00972-4-865-2744
Email:  maltaconsul.haifa@gov.mt 

Address: 14 Hasharon Str., 66185, Tel Aviv 
Phone:  00972-3-560-8828
Fax:  00972-3-560-8828
Email:  maltaconsul.telaviv@gov.mt

 

Italy - The Italian Republic
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: 12, Lungotevere Marzio, 00186 Rome
Tel:  0039 (06) 687 9990 / 687 9947/ 687 

7629
Fax:  0039 (06) 689 2687
Emergency Mob: 0039 (06) 687 9990 / 

0039 348 2412437
Email:  maltaembassy.rome@gov.mt

 

Jordan 
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: (25) Road 12, Maadi, Egypt 
Phone:  0020-2-3804451, 0020-2-3580655
Fax:  0020-2-3804452

 

Morocco
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: 12, Rue Ghomara, Souissi, Rabat 
Phone:  00212-37-750897
Fax:  00212-37-750897
Email:  ambaosmaltemaroc@yahoo.fr

Palestine
REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE OF MALTA 
Address: VIP Centre, 100 Al-Kawthar Street, Al-

Bireh, Ramallah
Tel:  00970 (0) 2 2413210/1
Emergency Mob: (+972) (0) 548349252
Fax:  00970 (0) 2 2413212

 

Poland - The Republic of Poland
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: Ul, Wisniowa 40 Lok 4, 02-520 Warsaw
Tel:  0048 (22) 6428694 (Residence)
Fax:  0048 (22) 6429698 (Residence)
Email:  maltaembassy.warsaw@gov.mt

 

Portugal - The Portuguese Republic
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: Avenida da Liberdade 49, 5° ESq. 1250 

- 139 Lisbon
Tel:  00351 213 405 470
Fax:  00351 213 405 479
Emergency Mob: 00351 911080038
Email:  maltaembassy.lisbon@gov.mt

 

Spain - The Kingdom of Spain
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: Paseo De la Castellana 45-6 DCHA, 

28046, Madrid
Tel:  0034 913 913 061
Fax:  0034 913 913 066
Emergency Mob: 0034 648 867 329
Email:  maltaembassy.madrid@gov.mt
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The Netherlands - The Kingdom of the Netherlands
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: Carnegielaan 4-14, 2517 KH, The 

Hague
Tel:  0031 (70) 356 1252, 360 2205
Fax:  0031 (70) 346 4796
Email:  maltembassy.thehague@gov.mt

 

Tunisia 
EMBASSY OF MALTA
Address: Imm. Carthage Centrer, Rue du Lac de 

Constance B.P. 71, 1053 Les Berges du 
Lac, Republic of Tunisia

Tel:  00216 (71) 965 811 / (71) 963 652
Consulate Tel:  00216 (71) 965 215
Fax:  00216 (71) 965 977
Emergency Mob: 00356 21242191
Email:  maltaembassy.tunis@gov.mt

 

United Kingdom - The United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 
MALTA HIGH COMMISSION 
Address: Malta House, 36-38 Piccadilly, 
 London W1J OLE 
Tel:  0044 (0) 20 7292 4800 
Fax:  0044 (0) 20 7734 1831 / 7734 1832 
Emergency Mob: 0044 783 650 3990 
Email:  maltahighcommission.london@gov.mt

Turkey - The Republic of Turkey
CONSULATE GENERAL OF MALTA
Address: Aydede Caddessi 16/11, 34437 

Taksim, Istanbul 
Tel:  0090 212 311 12 12
Fax:  0090 (212) 311 12 00
VOIP:  2204 2135/6
Email:  maltaconsulate.istanbul@gov.mt

For an up-to-date list of diplomatic representations contact 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 

Address:  Palazzo Parisio, Merchant Street, 
Valletta VLT 1171, Malta

Email:  info.mfa@gov.mt
Web:  http://foreign.gov.mt/
Tel:   00356 2124 2191
Fax:  00356 2123 6604



European Union Programmes Agency
36, Old Mint Street
Valletta VLT 1514 - Malta
 
tel: +356 2558 6130
email: eupa@gov.mt
web: www.eupa.org.mt

This publication has been funded with support from the European 
Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and 
the European Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which 
may be made of the information contained therein.
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